UN SHADOW REPORT- CONSULTATION AND FEEDING IN

DPAC EVENT – Saturday 13th November 2021 2-4pm

Disability Hate Crime Workshop.

This is the feedback from the Disability Hate Crime Workshop.

It was agreed that since 2017, things have got worse for disabled people.

That the government have not implemented any of the recommendations from 2016 and 2017 UN reports and that the hostile environment towards disabled people is a very significant problem with hate crime in the community and on line an ever constant problem.

1 in 4 disabled people feel unsafe to travel on public transport due to the significant rise in the hostile environment towards disabled people  in the community. 

Link from the independent here

https://www.independent.co.uk/travel/news-and-advice/uk-disabled-travel-accessibility-public-transport-report-trains-buses-a8577211.htmlhttps://www.independent.co.uk/travel/news-and-advice/uk-disabled-travel-accessibility-public-transport-report-trains-buses-a8577211.html
There have been issues that have emerged since 2017 around disability hate crime.   There has been a signficiant rise in disability hate crime on line during pandemic lockdown by more than 52 per cent in 2020/21

Link by Lenoard Cheshire here:

https://www.leonardcheshire.org/about-us/our-news/press-releases/lockdowns-trigger-surge-disability-hate-crime

There has been a significant rise of online hate called “dox-ing” towards disabled people which has caused significant distress

Parliament report here on online abuse:

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmpetitions/759/759.pdf
also there has been a significant reduction in the police prosecuting people for disability hate crime and removing the hate crime tag from cases.

Link from DNS here

https://www.disabilitynewsservice.com/police-hate-crime-failure-alarming-say-disabled-campaigners/
The top 3 issues to bring to the committee attention:

1. More legislation to protect disabled people from disability hate crime.  The Public Order Act 1986 should be amended to include circumventing hatred towards disabled people.   Disabled people are not covered under this act and this needs addressing.

2. Calling for an independent inquiry into the alarming fall in prosecution of cases for disability hate crime and lack of access to justice. In England only 298 cases were taken forwards by the CPS on disability hate crime in 2019/2020.

3. For 2019 online harassment act which is under consultation to become law and more tougher regulation of social media platforms to tackle dox-ing and hate crime 

