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Disability hate crime: this means when somebody 
commits a crime against a Disabled person because 
of their impairment. 

Impairment: in the document, this is used to talk 
about a Disabled person’s medical condition, 
diagnosis or difference. This could be physical or 
mental. Not all Disabled people are comfortable with 
the word ‘impairment’. However, we are not using this 
word to talk about who the person is.  That is a 
personal choice.  
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Part A – A Summary of the report  

One out of five Disabled people say that they 

have faced unkind or threatening behaviour or 

even been attacked (Inclusion London, 2020).  

 

 

 

 

 

This document looks at the fight against disability 

hate crime in England over the last 10 years. In 

2008, we wrote a report called Getting Away With 

Murder.   

 

 

 

 

 

Since then, there have been lots of changes in 

the ways that disability hate crime is dealt with. 

This document looks at how things have changed 

since the last report was written. 

It is hard to say how much change there has 

been over the last 12 years. In some areas, the 

ways we look at disability hate crime have 

changed.  

Disabled people: in this document, this means people 

with impairments who choose to be part of the Disabled 

people's movement in the UK. These people stand up 

for rights for Disabled people across the country.   

 

 

 

 

Getting Away with Murder Report: this was a report 

that was written in 2008 by Katharine Quarmby, together 

with Disability Now, the UK Disabled People’s Council 

and Scope. It looked at Disabled people’s experiences of 

hate crime in 2008.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.choiceforum.org/docs/hcreport.pdf
https://www.choiceforum.org/docs/hcreport.pdf
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For example, in some ways, disability hate crime 

has been measured better by the Police, the 

Crown Prosecution Service and the criminal 

justice system.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, we still don’t talk about disability hate 
crime in enough detail. Disabled victims and 
Deaf and Disabled People's Organisations 
would like services to look very closely at hate 
crime and think about all the details when they 
talk about it. However, they don’t do this.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prosecution: this means when a person has a trial to 
see whether or not they are guilty of committing a crime.  

Crown Prosecution Service: this is a government 
organisation to do with the law. It is in charge of carrying 
out trials to see whether or not a person is guilty of 
committing a crime. 

Criminal Justice System: this is the system that deals 
with people who have committed a crime in the UK. It is 
made up of different services to do with the law.  

 

 

 

 

Deaf and Disabled People’s Organisations: these 
are groups that are run by Disabled people. Deaf 
people’s organisations are groups which see 
themselves as a community with their own language. 
This language is called British Sign Language.  
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There is a big difference between talking in 

private to victims of hate crime and talking 

about hate crime to professionals working in 

this area.  

 

Groups working together on the problem of hate 

crime have found it very hard to find the right 

balance between talking to these two groups of 

people.  

 

Some partner organisations working on disability 

hate crime are adding new words and ways of 

talking about hate crime.  At the same time, they 

are working on the barriers that Disabled people 

face in society. 

 

 

 

This is good because there are problems in the 

ways that society talks and thinks about disability 

hate crime. 

 

On one side you have people who know about hate 

crime and want to make the definitions better. You 

also have people who couldn’t even see when a 

disability hate crime is taking place. 

Barriers: in this document, this means the 
things that stop Disabled people living equal 
lives. 
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And on the other hand, some people still have no 

idea what hate crime means.  

 

Even though we are seeing more and more 

evidence about disability hate crime, the public 

still don’t really hear about it at all. They don’t 

know how big the problem is.  

 

Today, the law sees disability hate crime as 

violent or unkind behaviour. It is seen as the 

same as other types of hate crime. This can be 

crimes against people because of their: 

 

• Race or culture 

 

 

• Religion and beliefs 

 

• Sexual orientation, this means whether you 
feel like you would like to be with a man, a 
woman or not 

 

• Transgender identity, this is when a person 
feels that the sex that they were born with is 
not the sex that they are.  The person can 
dress like or have an operation to be the sex 
that they feel they are.   
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Disability hate crime is a big problem in England. 

It also goes against the rights of Disabled people 

all over the world.  

 

However, society doesn’t seem to talk or think 

about it in this way. Hate crime must be seen 

and talked about as a problem that 

communities are responsible for.  

 

There is some good news!  

Ten years ago, there were some ideas to do 

with hate crime that nobody really spoke about. 

However, more and more people are talking 

about these ideas and thinking about the world 

that we live in today.  

 

This document looks at the suggestions from 

the ‘Getting Away with Murder’ report in 2008. 

We want to look at these suggestions again to 

see if any of them have been listened to. We 

want to see how much has really changed.  

 

 

 

 



 
 

7 
 

Below are the suggestions that were 

written in the 2008 report: 

 

1. Standing up to disablism as soon as it 
happens 

 

 

 

 

 

.  

2. Getting rid of disablism 
 

We need to get rid of disablism that happens 
every day. We also need to stop disablism from 
happening in institutions.  

 

 

 

 

3. Make sure Disabled people have the same 
access to justice as everybody else in 
society. 

 

Disablism: this means when people are treated badly 
or unfairly because they have an impairment. This can 
be to do with the ways that society thinks or talks about 
Disabled people. It can also be to do with the ways that 
society acts towards Disabled people. Disablism can 
happen in homes, public spaces and organisations. 

 
 

 

 

 

Institutions: this means any organisations that have 
power in society such as hospitals, schools and work 
places. Disablism happens in these spaces a lot.  

 
 

 

 

 Justice: in this document, this means making sure that 
people who commit hate crimes against Disabled 
people face prosecution.  
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4. Make sure Disabled people and organisations 
have the power to carry out co-production.  

Disabled people and their organisations must be 
able to work with government organisations in the 
UK. They should work together to deal with hate 
crime.  

 

 

 

 

 

5. Carry out better research into disability hate 
crime.  

This means collecting more information. Disability 
hate crime is very common. We need research to 
be done to show this and to see why this is.  

 

What is this report looking at?  

This report looks at the ways that people who 

work for the criminal justice system talk and 

think about disability hate crime. It looks at 

how this has changed over the past ten years.  

It is written from the point of view of lots of 

different groups. These groups are working 

together to spread the word about hate crime 

and to fight against it.  

Co-production: Co-production (working together) 

means that Disabled people and decision makers are 

working together in an active way. They do this to 

plan, design and review policy and services that 

affect our lives, to get rid of the barriers we face. 
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This report also looks at disability hate crime as a type 

of harm that happens a lot. It looks at why 

communities are not treating it seriously. Why does 

hardly anybody who carries out a hate crime face 

prosecution by the law? What does this all mean 

for Disabled people who live in England? 

 

In 2011, the Equality and Human Rights 

Commission wrote a report called: ‘Hidden in Plain 

Sight’. Their report looks at why hardly any evidence 

about hate crime is being collected.  

 

 

 

 

The report says that disablism happens in 

institutions a lot. Because this type of disability 

hate crime is hard to see, it is very hard to get 

evidence about it.  Another reason for not having 

much evidence is that society treats Disabled 

people badly and unfairly.  

 

Because of these barriers, society is not able to 

see that disability hate crime is a really big 

problem.  

Equality and Human Rights Commission: this is a 

government organisation that is in charge of 

promoting human rights and making sure people can 

sue their rights. 
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Part B - Key findings – What has 

changed about the ways that 

disability hate crime is dealt 

with?  

 

This report looks at the ways that Disabled people 

are still let down by the systems that are meant to 

look after them. They are still victims of abuse too 

often.  

 

Services that support Disabled victims must start 

talking about disability hate crime using words that 

show how serious it is.  

 

Until this happens, Disabled people will keep on 

being let down by the institutions that are 

supposed to look after their human rights. 
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Here are the main things we have found out in this 

year’s report: 

  

1. Disabled people still have a very high chance of 
being victims of crime 

Because disability hate crime happens almost 
everywhere, ten years has not been enough time 
to reach real change. However, it seems like these 
crimes are still as common as they used to be. It is 
hard to tell, but it actually seems like there might 
be more disability hate crime now.  

 

2. Disabled people are still not listened to if they 
report a crime  

Disabled victims still feel like they are not taken 

seriously. For example, when they report crimes 

that have led to really bad injuries, nobody has 

believed them. In some cases, they have even 

been blamed for the crime. In most cases they 

have not been given access to justice. 

 

 

3. It is important to look at hate crime in a way that 
thinks about Human Rights. If we do this, people 
will be able to understand Disabled people’s 
experiences more:  

These days, people understand more about 
Disability hate crime. This means we can measure 
it better. It is starting to be seen as something that 
comes in two different types. 
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One type of hate crime is violence that happens 
in public. 

 

Another type of hate crime is abuse that happens in 
private. This can be abuse that happens is spaces 
that people share, like care homes or hospitals.  

 

 

 

 

It is important to look at the ways that victims of 

hate crime are treated. Often, Disabled people are 

treated as if they are weak and needy.  

 

If we look at hate crime by thinking about human 

rights, we can help people who support Disabled 

victims to understand it more. They can see that 

hate crime happens when people see a chance to 

take advantage of Disabled people.  

 

 

 

 

 

Abuse: this means being violent or causing pain to 
somebody else. This can be physical actions such as 
hitting somebody. It can also be something that a person 
says to you or the way that a person treats you.  
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However, Disabled victims say that the criminal 

justice system still thinks too much about who 

they are as Disabled people. It would be better if 

people supporting victims took time to understand 

them more.    

 

There is a certain type of behaviour that usually 

happens before attacks against Disabled people. 

This is like the behaviour that happens before 

cases of domestic violence.  

 

 

 

 

Often, the hate crime starts off as harassment 

which might not seem too serious. A lot of the 

time this then leads onto more serious crimes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harassment: in this document, this means treating a 

Disabled person in a way that does not show them respect. 

This can be things like calling you names, making you feel 

scared or damaging things that belong to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Domestic violence: this means when abuse happens 

between people in a relationship. It can be any type of 

bullying, controlling or violent behaviour.  
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4. Disablism in institutions makes space for hate 
crime to then happen in public spaces 

 

This can be seen by lots of hate crime happening: 

 

• On public transport 

 

• On social media 

 

• In institutions like hospitals and care homes 

 

 

We can also see this in cuckooing and mate 
crime.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cuckooing: in this document, this means a type 

of crime where drug dealers or criminals take 

over a Disabled person’s home. They use their 

home as a place to sell drugs from or carry out 

crime. 

Mate crime: in this document, this means a type 

of crime where a person pretends to be friends 

with a Disabled person but really, they are just 

using or abusing them. They might be violent 

towards them or use them for things like sex or 

money.  
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Often, these crimes happen when people see a 

chance to take advantage of Disabled people. 

Institutions and technology give people a space to 

take advantage of Disabled people.  

 

Disabled people don’t have much power in 

institutions or online. This is because people can 

commit disability hate crimes in these spaces 

without being caught.  

 

5. Disablism needs to be taken seriously. More work 
needs to be done to understand it better.  

One good change that has happened over the last 

ten years is that we now understand disablism as a 

type of discrimination.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discrimination: this means being treated unfairly. 

This could be because of a person’s race, age, sex or 

because of another part of who a person is. 
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Society now sees disablism as something which is just 

as bad as other types of discrimination like: 

 

• Racism, this means treating someone badly or 

unfairly because of their race. 

 

• Sexism, this means treating someone badly 

or unfairly because they are a man or a 

woman.  

 

 

• Religious discrimination, this means treating 

someone badly or unfairly because of their 

religion or beliefs.  

 

• Discrimination against transgender people, this 

means treating somebody badly because who they 

are is not the same as the sex they were born into.  

 

• Homophobia, this means treating someone 

badly because of who they want to be with 

or who they are attracted to.  

 

However, we can’t only look at how these types of 

discrimination are the same. We need to look at 

how they are different too.  
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6. Coproduction with Disabled people works 

Society must see that Disabled people are fighting 

against disability hate crime. They need to stop 

seeing them as weak and needy victims. Seeing 

that Disabled people are active members of 

society leads to a stronger movement and safer 

communities.  

 

Society must stop treating Disabled people like 

children and using words which make crimes 

against them seem like they’re not serious. This is 

dangerous and leads to Disabled people not being 

believed when they report hate crimes.  

 

We need a system that thinks about the rights of 

Disabled people.  

 

We need laws and ways of doing things that 

support Disabled people to take part in society 

and live safely in their local communities. This 

will help to build relationships which keep 

Disabled people safe in their communities. 

 

Disabled people and their organisations have 

worked together with groups, government 

organisations and members of the public. This 

has led to really good changes.  
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Using a co-production way of working has 

been the reason for these big changes. This 

work has led to Disabled People’s 

Organisations, victims and their supporters 

being taken seriously when they report hate 

crime.  

 

Overall, more change needs to happen. We 

need people to understand disablism and the 

bad ways that Disabled people are treated by 

society. We need a culture where laws and 

ways of doing things don’t leave Disabled 

people out.  

 

Remember - ‘Nothing About Us, 

Without Us’!  


