Inclusion London’s evidence to the hate crime and its violent consequences inquiry 
1.0 Inclusion London 

Inclusion London is a London-wide user-led organisation which promotes equality for London’s Deaf and Disabled people and provides capacity-building support for over 70 Deaf and Disabled People’s Organisations (DDPOs) in London and through these organisations our reach extends to over 70,000 Disabled Londoners.   

Twenty-two per cent (13.9 million) of people in the UK reported being Deaf or Disabled in 2016/17.

Inclusion London welcomes the opportunity to submit evidence to the Home Affairs Select Committee’s inquiry into hate crime and its violent consequences. 

2.0 Summary

· Deaf and Disabled continue to be targeted for abuse and violence both face-to-face and online. Horrific deaths of Disabled people can occur, sometimes due to an inadequate response by the police.
· The response, recording, investigation of disability hate incidents by police needs to improve through initiatives such as the Metropolitan Police’s ‘Disability Hate Crime Matters’ initiative.
· There is lack of parity in hate crime law for Disability Hate Crime offences and LGBT hate crime offences.
·  The law does not adequately protect Deaf and Disabled people who are deliberately targeted due to their impairments when hostility is not involved.
·  Laws regarding online abuse need strengthening.

· The false rhetoric about high incidence of disability benefit fraud from politicians which has been amplified many times by the press has led to deterioration in public attitudes towards disabled people who have experienced an increase in disability hate crime.
· The EU referendum also has an impact on the incidence of disability hate crime. 
3. 0  Recommendations:
· To urgently review existing hate crime legislation with a view to introducing amendments to ensure parity across all protected characteristics by creating new “aggravated” and “stirring up” offences for hatred on grounds of disability.
· Change the law so that it protects Deaf and Disabled people who are deliberately targeted due to their impairments when hostility is not involved.
· To strengthen UK licensing legislation by introducing penalties on social media companies who fail to: 

· remove harmful online material within 24 hours of being notified

· proactively search and remove posts with harmful content

·  Fully implement the recommendations in the Police, Prosecution and Probation services joint inspectorate reports on Disability Hate Crime
 as well as the recommendations in the Equality and Human Rights Commission’s reports.
 
· Police and Disabled people and user led Deaf and Disabled People’s Organisations (DDPOs) co-produce strategic plans to improve the response, recording and investigation of Disability hate crime through initiatives such as Metropolitan Police’s ‘Disability Hate Crime Matters’ initiative.  

· For Government to implement a broad mass media campaign in consultation with Deaf and Disabled People’s Organisations promoting disabled people, particularly those who receive social security payments and are unable to work, as equal citizens and rights holders. 
4.0 Inclusion London evidence

4.1 The Nazi’s invented the shocking phrase ‘life unworthy of life’ to refer to Disabled people. 
 Although society has progressed in many ways negative perceptions that our lives are worth less persist as the experiences of Disabled people below illustrate:   

“I’ve had remarks about how I look in my wheelchair, and a few times the statements “you should have been aborted”, and “you don’t deserve to live”.”

“I’ve been called an ‘it’ many times – “what is IT doing?” “Look at the state of THAT”.

4.2 Such abuse has a serious detrimental psychological impact because it strikes at the core of our identity, often invalidating us as a human being and denying us equal worth.   
4.3 Some abuse is ongoing as in the examples below:  
A north Belfast woman with a facial disfigurement says she's forced to wear headphones when she leaves her home so she can't hear the abuse which is hurled at her.

‘Hi. My husband has aspergers, ocd and ptsd. My young son has autism and spd. We have been victimised and harassed for 3 years. Wheel nuts loosened, screws driven into tyres, rubbish shoved up exhausts. We've been reported to the dwp, hmrc, local authority, social services, rspca, environmental health. My husband has been physically assaulted 4 times, verbally 7 times....all but one occasion in front of his children....who are now receiving counselling. We have pleaded everywhere for help. Installed cctv. We've had nearly £9000 damage done to our cars. Still it continues. It is clearly a hate crime....why can't we get help?’

4.4 Online abuse

Disabled people experience both online and offline abuse which can be linked:
“I have been subjected to a lot of abuse and hostility and I've witnessed some horrific abuse aimed at others. Sometimes it is face to face, and a lot of the time its online, both are equally as offensive and hurtful and often it is linked.”

4.4.1  A report on “Cyberbullying and children and young people with SEN and disabilities”
 found that face to face bullying is being extended by cyberbullying, also young people talked of bullying which begins online, escalating into to face to face bullying:
“Can escalate to real life…Fights. Got beaten up.”

“Lad around the corner used to come and wait for me at the gate.”
4.4.2 Currently the law is not strong enough to tackle online abuse. Germany has recently strengthened their legislation through the German Network Enforcement Act, introducing penalties of up to 50 million Euros for failing to remove harmful online material within 24 hours of being notified.
 Evidence from a recent EU online hate monitoring study suggests that as a result of this robust legislative and government response, Germany now has a better record in achieving the swift removal of online content than most other EU countries.  

4.4.3 Recommendation

· To strengthen UK licensing legislation by introducing penalties on social media companies who fail to: 

· remove harmful online material within 24 hours of being notified

· proactively search and remove posts with harmful content

4.5 Post EU referendum abuse

The EU referendum had an impact on the targeting of Deaf and Disabled people, as the case example below illustrates:
“ I went into town to pick up some chicken for last night’s dinner…. Got told that as a “cripple”  I should “f… off with the f…… Polish immigrants cus you’re all benefit scroungers and can f…. off together”….. 
I have experienced disability hate before but this is something new – I have never been told to leave the country of my birth before. ……   I am a full time wheelchair user and as a result of this no longer feel comfortable going out into town to do my shopping. I thought we were better than this. I still believe we’re better than this.” (10 July 2016) 

 Another Disabled woman said, 

“I rarely go into town and don't use my big mobility scooter anymore because of abuse. I feel safer in my car with the doors locked”.  (12 July 2016)
4.6 Abuse and physical threats cause distress and also inhibit Disabled people’s daily lives, with individuals too fearful go online or to leave their houses alone.  
4.7 Unfortunately abuse can be so violent that it leads to the death of a Disabled person. The Equality and Human Rights Commission’s  ‘Hidden in Plain Sight’ report
 on disability harassment/hate crime published in 2011 covered 10 murders and the follow up report published the next year gave a number of recommendations
, yet  the brutal deaths of Disabled people continue, such as Lee Irving, a young man with learning difficulties who was beaten over a number of days and then his body dumped by a footpath in 2015,
 or the murder of  Susan Whiting,  a young women with learning difficulties who was drugged and raped before she was killed in the same year.
 

4.8 Intersectionality 

4.8.1 Deaths of Disabled refugees/immigrants
Disabled people are also black, gay, Jewish or Muslim and can experience hate crime a result of a combination of these characteristics.  Bijan Ebrahimi was a Disabled Iranian man who was falsely accused of being a paedophile.
 He was beaten to death and then his body set on fire.  Kamil Ahmad a disabled Kurdish refugee was murdered by his neighbour in his room in supported accommodation.
 Both Mr Ebrahimi and Mr Ahmad contacted the police on many occasions but they did not respond adequately, leading to their deaths.  
4.8.2 Frontline police officers do not always treat Deaf and Disabled people who report a disability hate crime report with respect, especially if the Disabled person has learning difficulties or mental health support needs. This lack of respect can result in the incident not be recorded or investigated adequately by the police so a prosecution is not possible, which compounds the original abuse for the Deaf or Disabled person.  A joint justice inspectorate report found:
4.8.3 ‘Many police forces do not have in place an approach that supported disabled victims from the point of call through to the case being considered at court, and that there were gaps in identification, communication and partnership working which all contributed to limitations in how these victims are dealt with.’ 

4.9 Disability Hate Crime Matters – Met police initiative

A close partnership with Deaf and Disabled People’s Organisations has resulted in the launch of ‘Disability Hate Crime MATTERS’,
 an internal initiative to improve the Met’s response, investigation and recording of disability hate crime. The initiative is currently being rolled across London. The initiative has already successfully increased the reporting of disability hate crime.    

4.9.1 Recommendation

· Police and Disabled people and user led Deaf and Disabled People’s Organisations (DDPOs) co-produce strategic plans to improve the response, recording and investigation of Disability Hate incidents by the police across the country, through initiatives such as the Metropolitan Police’s ‘Disability Hate Crime Matters’ initiative.   
4.11 Disabled LGBT people
Galop, an organisation which provides support to LGBT+ victims of hate crime people carried out the ‘Stop Online Abuse Survey 2016’ and reported the following case:

 ‘One respondent reported abuse containing disability slurs and pathologising her gender identity as part of her mental health condition.’

Steven Simpson an openly gay young man with learning difficulties, a speech-impairment and epilepsy was sprayed with tanning oil which was then set a light to.  Steven died of 60% burns the next day.  A sentence of only three and half years was handed to Jordan Sheard who lit the tanning oil.
    
4.12 Failings in disability hate crime law
There was huge consternation amongst Disabled people
 and the LGBT community
 regarding the short sentence given to Jordan Sheard. A petition was initiated
  and Stophate UK wrote to the Attorney General
  to raise concerns that the case was not prosecuted as motivated by hostility under Section 146 and that a sentence of 3 years six months did not reflect the gravity of the offence, but the court of appeal decided not to lengthen the sentences.
   

4.12.1 The Disability Hate Crime Network wrote to the Attorney General
 regarding Bijan Ebrahimi’s cases asking for a review of the sentences because the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) did not ask the judge to enhance the sentence under Section 146 of the Criminal Justice Act (CJA), which enables a judge to give an enhanced or longer sentence.

4.12.2 Deaf and Disabled people are only too aware of being an ‘easy target’ for crime/hate crime and we are extremely frustrated that when no direct hostility is expressed regarding our impairment or ‘disability’ section 146 cannot be used i.e. the law does not give us any protection when we are deliberately targeted because we are disabled as the case below illustrates:
A 52-year-old man who has learning difficulties was forced to do heavy manual labour working for more than 12 hours a day for 35 years, he was paid just £5 a day. If he failed to work hard enough he was beaten, on at least one occasion with a metal bar.   The person with learning difficulties was forced to live in a brick shed that was described as unfit for human habitation. Also three people applied for and collected his benefits – worth £139,000 – for 13 years.
  

4.12.3 The Jury convicted the three people unanimously for conspiracy to defraud and forced or compulsory labour but it was not prosecuted a disability hate crime. 
   A CPS spokesman said: 

“We considered prosecuting this case as a disability hate crime but could not identify any evidence to show the offence had been committed because of hostility towards the victim based on his disability. The offenders saw an opportunity to exploit the victim for their own personal gain.”
   

4.12.4 In July 2017 the Disability News Service reported that five cases were dealt with by the courts in the last two months, with a sixth sentenced last December.  ‘In all of the six cases, which all led to convictions, the offences involved violent, repeated assaults on the disabled person….. But in all six cases, the attacks were not treated as hate crimes by the police officers investigating the crimes’.

4.12.5 Sussex University’s ‘Hate Crime and the Legal Process – Options for Law Reform’ report states:

‘…even with more carefully crafted evidence files, prosecutors frequently fail to secure uplifts at sentence for disability hate crime, meaning that the effective enforcement of hate crime legislation for victims of disability hate crime remains in doubt.’

4.12.6 The reporting of disability hate crime is very low, it is estimated that there are approximately 67,000 disability hate crimes per year, yet in 2015/16 there were just 84 cases where a sentence uplift was given.
 Lenient sentencing can act as huge disincentive to Deaf and Disabled people to report a hate crime.  Disabled people feel that the unsatisfactory sentencing does not warrant the stress of reporting to the police and going to court.
4.12.7 The Sussex University report said that hate crime law need to change,
 we agree.  Currently hate crime legislation lacks parity across protected characteristics, for example there is a hate crime offence in law for racist or religious hate crime
 but not for Disability Hate Crime or LGBT+ hate crime.  There is also no offence in law for stirring up hatred on grounds of disability.
 Instead there is only section 146(2) of the Criminal Justice Act 2003 which imposes a duty upon courts to increase the sentence for any offence committed that involves either:
· the offender demonstrating towards the victim of the offence hostility based on a disability (or presumed disability) of the victim; or

· the offence being motivated (wholly or partly) by hostility towards persons who have a disability or a particular disability.

4.12.8 A Criminal Justice Joint Inspectorate report states that: 

 ‘…inspectors recommend all agencies must do more to ensure that disability hate crime is treated on an equal footing with other hate crimes, and that victims have the confidence to report crimes.’

4.12.9  Recommendations:

· To urgently review existing hate crime legislation with a view to introducing amendments to ensure parity across all protected characteristics by creating new “aggravated” and “stirring up” offences for hatred on grounds of disability.
· Change the law so that it protects Deaf and Disabled people who are deliberately targeted due to their impairments when hostility is not involved.
· Fully implement the recommendations in the Police, Prosecution and Probation services joint inspectorate reports on Disability Hate Crime
 as well as the recommendations in the Equality and Human Rights Commission’s reports.

4.13 Impact of welfare benefits fraudsters rhetoric from politicians and media

Disabled people have reported increasing levels of face-to-face and online abuse targeted around an idea of Disabled people as ‘benefit scroungers’ and ‘fraudsters’. Public attitudes have been affected by statements made by politicians about fraud in the disability benefits system which has been relentlessly amplified by the media, particularly at the time reform of the benefits system was being announced but it is still continuing into recent times. 
4.13.1 What is distressing for Disabled people that this is a false impression.  At the time of politicians statements about benefit fraud the Department for Work and Pension’s own figures put rates of fraud for Disability Living Allowance at only 0.5%.
   
4.13.2 Disability benefit fraud is still low at 0.5% for Employment Support Allowance (Claimant error)
 and 1.0% for Personal Independence Payment.
 A freedom of information request in 2016 found that more than 85% of fraud allegations made by the public between 2010 and 2015 were false.
 
4.13.3 Below are examples of the rhetoric by politicians reported by the press: 

 Iain Duncan Smith: 'I’m not scared to light the fuse on disability reform’

‘……Mr Duncan Smith says the system is riddled with abuse and fraud. From next year more than two million claimants will be reassessed.’
  (Daily Telegraph, 2012)

In an interview with The Telegraph, the Work and Pensions Secretary says……….… that the current system has been exploited and abused because of political fear over reforming a benefit for the disabled…..
 (Daily Telegraph, 2012)

Iain Duncan Smith: 'We’ll root out the benefits cheats who pretend to be ill for money’ Mr Duncan Smith said: “…… Some people see the welfare state as a money-making scam…..  .”
 (Daily Express, 2014)

 
4.13.4 Research by the University of Glasgow in 2011 found an increase in newspaper articles focusing on disability benefit fraud, an increase in the use of pejorative language to describe disabled people such as ‘scrounger’, ‘cheat’ and ‘skiver’ and an increase in articles portraying disabled people as a ‘burden’ on the economy together with a reduction in the proportion of articles which describe people in sympathetic and deserving terms. 

4.13.5 The research also found that this negative coverage had an impact on public attitudes towards Deaf and Disabled people with some of those surveyed reporting to think that 70% of disability benefit cases are fraudulent.
   In 2012 the year of the Paralympic games in London, research by Scope found that 83% Disabled people surveyed said coverage about benefits scroungers can negatively affect attitudes. 

4.13.6 Since the research was completed numerous reports of disability benefits fraudsters and scroungers have continued in the newspapers, (see examples at the links below
) and there has also been extensive coverage on Freeview TV of people on benefits. For example, programmes like “Saints and Scroungers” give an equal amount of show time to both genuine claimants and fraudsters which encourages misperceptions of the extent of benefit fraud.  Just a quick search on Facebook brings up numerous sites focused on demonising benefit claimants.
  
4.13.7 The rhetoric of politicians which has been constantly amplified by the media has led to distorted views among members of the public and increased hostility against ordinary Disabled people now commonly treated as fraudsters and cheats by strangers and neighbours alike, as the case below illustrates:
“Cherylee Houston developed Ehlers-Danlos syndrome when she was 23-years-old. The condition affects the connective tissues in the body and can be very painful. Cherylee, an actress uses an electric wheelchair as she is only able to walk very short distances.  A man saw Cherylee taking a few steps to her wheelchair, he approached her home and spoke aggressively to her husband. He claimed to have taken a photo of her and said he was going to report her to the papers as a ‘benefits cheat'.”

4.13.8 The findings of an extensive investigation by the UN disability committee found that the government has played a role in increasing negative perceptions of disabled people by portraying Deaf and Disabled people ‘negatively as being dependent or making a living out of benefits, committing fraud as benefit claimants, being lazy…’  which has enflamed hostility towards Disabled people.
  As a result, the UN disability committee has recommended that the UK Government:   
“Take appropriate measures to combat any negative and discriminatory stereotypes or prejudice against persons with disabilities in public and the media, including that dependency on benefits is in itself a disincentive of employment; implement broad mass media campaigns, in consultation with organizations representing persons with disabilities, particularly those affected by the welfare reform, to promote them as full rights holders, in accordance with the Convention;”

The government has yet to respond to or implement this recommendation.
4.13.9 Recommendation:

· For Government to implement a broad mass media campaign in consultation with Deaf and Disabled People’s Organisations promoting disabled people, particularly those who receive social security payments and are unable to work, as equal citizens and rights holders.
 That concludes our evidence.
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� � HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/family-resources-survey-financial-year-201617" �https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/family-resources-survey-financial-year-201617� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmic/media/a-joint-review-of-disability-hate-crime-living-in-a-different-world-20130321.pdf" �https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmic/media/a-joint-review-of-disability-hate-crime-living-in-a-different-world-20130321.pdf�


� HYPERLINK "https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/cjji/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2015/05/CJJI_DHCFU_May15_rpt.pdf" �https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/cjji/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2015/05/CJJI_DHCFU_May15_rpt.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/publication-download/out-open-tackling-disability-related-harassment-manifesto-change" �https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/publication-download/out-open-tackling-disability-related-harassment-manifesto-change�


� HYPERLINK "https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/inquiries-and-investigations/inquiry-disability-related-harassment/download-disability-related" �https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/inquiries-and-investigations/inquiry-disability-related-harassment/download-disability-related� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10005200" �https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10005200� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.itv.com/news/utv/2018-02-22/belfast-woman-janine-howard/" �http://www.itv.com/news/utv/2018-02-22/belfast-woman-janine-howard/� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.facebook.com/groups/disabilityhatecrimenetwork/" �https://www.facebook.com/groups/disabilityhatecrimenetwork/� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/sites/default/files/field/attachment/disabled-young-peoples-views-on-cyberbullying-report.pdf" �https://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/sites/default/files/field/attachment/disabled-young-peoples-views-on-cyberbullying-report.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/sites/default/files/field/attachment/disabled-young-peoples-views-on-cyberbullying-report.pdf" �� ibid 


�� HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/666927/6.3637_CO_v6_061217_Web3.1__2_.pdf" �https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/666927/6.3637_CO_v6_061217_Web3.1__2_.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/publication-download/hidden-plain-sight-inquiry-disability-related-harassment" �https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/publication-download/hidden-plain-sight-inquiry-disability-related-harassment� 


� ‘Out in the open - tackling disability-related harassment: A manifesto for change’: � HYPERLINK "https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/publication-download/out-open-tackling-disability-related-harassment-manifesto-change" �https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/publication-download/out-open-tackling-disability-related-harassment-manifesto-change� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/dec/02/lee-irving-murder-james-wheatley-jailed-life-newcastle" �https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/dec/02/lee-irving-murder-james-wheatley-jailed-life-newcastle� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-36389763" �http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-36389763� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/newsroom/2017/12/our-response-to-independent-review-into-bijan-ebrahimi-case/" �https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/newsroom/2017/12/our-response-to-independent-review-into-bijan-ebrahimi-case/�


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.disabilitynewsservice.com/kamil-ahmad-discrimination-led-to-murder-of-disabled-refugee-say-friends/" �https://www.disabilitynewsservice.com/kamil-ahmad-discrimination-led-to-murder-of-disabled-refugee-say-friends/� � HYPERLINK "https://www.bristolpost.co.uk/news/bristol-news/inquiry-review-how-brutal-racist-655264" �https://www.bristolpost.co.uk/news/bristol-news/inquiry-review-how-brutal-racist-655264� 


�  � HYPERLINK "http://www.hmic.gov.uk/news/releases-2013/005-a-joint-review-of-disability-hate-crime-living-in-a-different-world/" �http://www.hmic.gov.uk/news/releases-2013/005-a-joint-review-of-disability-hate-crime-living-in-a-different-world/� � HYPERLINK "https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmic/media/a-joint-review-of-disability-hate-crime-living-in-a-different-world-20130321.pdf" �https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmic/media/a-joint-review-of-disability-hate-crime-living-in-a-different-world-20130321.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://news.met.police.uk/news/disability-hate-crime-awareness-initiative-launched-158173" �http://news.met.police.uk/news/disability-hate-crime-awareness-initiative-launched-158173� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.galop.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Online-hate-report.pdf" �http://www.galop.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Online-hate-report.pdf�  


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.pinknews.co.uk/2013/07/10/court-of-appeal-refuses-to-lengthen-lenient-sentence-of-man-who-burnt-gay-teenager-to-death/" �� � HYPERLINK "https://www.judiciary.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/JCO/Documents/Judgments/jordan-sheard-10072013.pdf" �https://www.judiciary.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/JCO/Documents/Judgments/jordan-sheard-10072013.pdf�  


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.disabilitynewsservice.com/concern-as-cps-and-courts-fail-yet-again-on-disability-hate-crime/" �http://www.disabilitynewsservice.com/concern-as-cps-and-courts-fail-yet-again-on-disability-hate-crime/� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.pinknews.co.uk/2013/07/10/court-of-appeal-refuses-to-lengthen-lenient-sentence-of-man-who-burnt-gay-teenager-to-death/" �http://www.pinknews.co.uk/2013/07/10/court-of-appeal-refuses-to-lengthen-lenient-sentence-of-man-who-burnt-gay-teenager-to-death/� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://petition.parliament.uk/archived/petitions/47521" �https://petition.parliament.uk/archived/petitions/47521� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://katharinequarmby.wordpress.com/2013/11/28/letter-to-attorney-general-asking-him-to-review-sentences-handed-down-in-ebrahimi-case/" �� � HYPERLINK "http://www.stophateuk.org/2013/03/23/letter-to-the-attorney-general/" �http://www.stophateuk.org/2013/03/23/letter-to-the-attorney-general/�


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.judiciary.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/JCO/Documents/Judgments/jordan-sheard-10072013.pdf" �https://www.judiciary.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/JCO/Documents/Judgments/jordan-sheard-10072013.pdf� 


� HYPERLINK "https://www.judiciary.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/JCO/Documents/Judgments/jordan-sheard-10072013.pdf" �https://www.judiciary.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/JCO/Documents/Judgments/jordan-sheard-10072013.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://katharinequarmby.wordpress.com/2013/11/28/letter-to-attorney-general-asking-him-to-review-sentences-handed-down-in-ebrahimi-case/" �https://katharinequarmby.wordpress.com/2013/11/28/letter-to-attorney-general-asking-him-to-review-sentences-handed-down-in-ebrahimi-case/� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.disabledgo.com/blog/2016/07/disabled-man-forced-to-work-as-slave-for-35-years-but-still-not-a-hate-crime-says-cps/#.WwQXX-4vx1s" �https://www.disabledgo.com/blog/2016/07/disabled-man-forced-to-work-as-slave-for-35-years-but-still-not-a-hate-crime-says-cps/#.WwQXX-4vx1s� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.disabilitynewsservice.com/disabled-man-forced-to-work-as-slave-for-35-years-but-still-not-a-hate-crime-says-cps/" �http://www.disabilitynewsservice.com/disabled-man-forced-to-work-as-slave-for-35-years-but-still-not-a-hate-crime-says-cps/� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.disabilitynewsservice.com/disabled-man-forced-to-work-as-slave-for-35-years-but-still-not-a-hate-crime-says-cps/" �http://www.disabilitynewsservice.com/disabled-man-forced-to-work-as-slave-for-35-years-but-still-not-a-hate-crime-says-cps/� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.disabilitynewsservice.com/ten-years-on-campaigners-ask-again-if-these-are-not-hate-crimes-what-are/" �https://www.disabilitynewsservice.com/ten-years-on-campaigners-ask-again-if-these-are-not-hate-crimes-what-are/� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.sussex.ac.uk/webteam/gateway/file.php?name=final-report---hate-crime-and-the-legal-process.pdf&site=539" �� � HYPERLINK "http://sro.sussex.ac.uk/70598/1/FINAL%20REPORT%20-%20HATE%20CRIME%20AND%20THE%20LEGAL%20PROCESS.pdf" �http://sro.sussex.ac.uk/70598/1/FINAL%20REPORT%20-%20HATE%20CRIME%20AND%20THE%20LEGAL%20PROCESS.pdf�  


�  The CSEW estimates that there is approximately 67,000 disability hate crime in a year. In 2015/16, the police recorded just 3,629 disability hate crimes, with the CPS prosecuting 941 cases, of which 707 resulted in a successful conviction. However, there were sentence uplifts only on approximately 84 cases. � HYPERLINK "https://www.sussex.ac.uk/webteam/gateway/file.php?name=final-report---hate-crime-and-the-legal-process.pdf&site=539" �� � HYPERLINK "https://www.sussex.ac.uk/webteam/gateway/file.php?name=final-report---hate-crime-and-the-legal-process.pdf&site=539" �� � HYPERLINK "http://sro.sussex.ac.uk/70598/1/FINAL%20REPORT%20-%20HATE%20CRIME%20AND%20THE%20LEGAL%20PROCESS.pdf" �http://sro.sussex.ac.uk/70598/1/FINAL%20REPORT%20-%20HATE%20CRIME%20AND%20THE%20LEGAL%20PROCESS.pdf�  


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.sussex.ac.uk/broadcast/read/42146" �http://www.sussex.ac.uk/broadcast/read/42146� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.cps.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/publications/racist-religious-hate-crime-statement-2017.pdf" �https://www.cps.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/publications/racist-religious-hate-crime-statement-2017.pdf�


� Or for transgender identity which is also an area where parity is urgently needed.


�  � HYPERLINK "https://www.cps.gov.uk/legal-guidance/disability-hate-crime-and-other-crimes-against-disabled-people-prosecution-guidance" �https://www.cps.gov.uk/legal-guidance/disability-hate-crime-and-other-crimes-against-disabled-people-prosecution-guidance� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmicfrs/news/releases/005-a-joint-review-of-disability-hate-crime-living-in-a-different-world/" �https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmicfrs/news/releases/005-a-joint-review-of-disability-hate-crime-living-in-a-different-world/� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmic/media/a-joint-review-of-disability-hate-crime-living-in-a-different-world-20130321.pdf" �https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmic/media/a-joint-review-of-disability-hate-crime-living-in-a-different-world-20130321.pdf�


� HYPERLINK "https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/cjji/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2015/05/CJJI_DHCFU_May15_rpt.pdf" �https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/cjji/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2015/05/CJJI_DHCFU_May15_rpt.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/publication-download/out-open-tackling-disability-related-harassment-manifesto-change" �https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/publication-download/out-open-tackling-disability-related-harassment-manifesto-change�


� HYPERLINK "https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/inquiries-and-investigations/inquiry-disability-related-harassment/download-disability-related" �https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/inquiries-and-investigations/inquiry-disability-related-harassment/download-disability-related� 


�� HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/528719/fraud-and-error-prelim-estimates-2015-16.pdf" �https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/528719/fraud-and-error-prelim-estimates-2015-16.pdf� 


�� HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/528719/fraud-and-error-prelim-estimates-2015-16.pdf" �https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/528719/fraud-and-error-prelim-estimates-2015-16.pdf� 


�� HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/664827/fraud-and-error-stats-release-2016-17-final-estimates.pdf" �https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/664827/fraud-and-error-stats-release-2016-17-final-estimates.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.benefitfraudsolicitors.co.uk/more-than-85-of-benefit-fraud-tip-offs-are-false-dwp-reveals/" �http://www.benefitfraudsolicitors.co.uk/more-than-85-of-benefit-fraud-tip-offs-are-false-dwp-reveals/� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/9263502/Iain-Duncan-Smith-Im-not-scared-to-light-the-fuse-on-disability-reform.html" �http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/9263502/Iain-Duncan-Smith-Im-not-scared-to-light-the-fuse-on-disability-reform.html�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/9263453/500000-to-lose-disability-benefit.html" �http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/9263453/500000-to-lose-disability-benefit.html� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/549316/Iain-Duncan-Smith-says-benefit-system-is-abuse-by-criminals" �https://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/549316/Iain-Duncan-Smith-says-benefit-system-is-abuse-by-criminals� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.gla.ac.uk/media/media_214917_en.pdf" �https://www.gla.ac.uk/media/media_214917_en.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.scope.org.uk/About-Us/Media/Press-releases/July-2012/Discrimination-increases-on-back-of-%E2%80%98benefit-scrou" �https://www.scope.org.uk/About-Us/Media/Press-releases/July-2012/Discrimination-increases-on-back-of-%E2%80%98benefit-scrou� 


�� HYPERLINK "https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/4543794/disability-benefits-cheat-linda-hoey-stafford-snokrelling-holiday/" �https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/4543794/disability-benefits-cheat-linda-hoey-stafford-snokrelling-holiday/�


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3158036/Benefits-claimant-says-crippled-work-caught-lifting-17-stone-mobility-scooter-stairs-flat.html" �http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3158036/Benefits-claimant-says-crippled-work-caught-lifting-17-stone-mobility-scooter-stairs-flat.html�


� HYPERLINK "https://www.thesun.co.uk/archives/news/886425/scrounger-mums-disabled-kids-con/" �https://www.thesun.co.uk/archives/news/886425/scrounger-mums-disabled-kids-con/�� HYPERLINK "https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/4543794/disability-benefits-cheat-linda-hoey-stafford-snokrelling-holiday/" �� 


� HYPERLINK "https://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/717252/benefits-scrounger-jailed" �https://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/717252/benefits-scrounger-jailed�


� HYPERLINK "https://www.dailystar.co.uk/news/latest-news/532151/benefits-scrounger-revealed-Travis-Simpkins-gambling-boob-job-Sheffield-cash-taxpayer-UK" �https://www.dailystar.co.uk/news/latest-news/532151/benefits-scrounger-revealed-Travis-Simpkins-gambling-boob-job-Sheffield-cash-taxpayer-UK� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.facebook.com/Clacton-On-Sea-Against-Benefit-Fraudsters-123061901371309/" �https://www.facebook.com/Clacton-On-Sea-Against-Benefit-Fraudsters-123061901371309/� 


� HYPERLINK "https://www.facebook.com/2-out-of-the-3-blind-mice-were-benefit-fraudsters-256850344349358/" �https://www.facebook.com/2-out-of-the-3-blind-mice-were-benefit-fraudsters-256850344349358/� 


� HYPERLINK "https://www.facebook.com/pg/Benefit-cheats-exposed-uk-628346860662447/posts/" �https://www.facebook.com/pg/Benefit-cheats-exposed-uk-628346860662447/posts/� 


� HYPERLINK "https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=Disability%20cheaters" �https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=Disability%20cheaters�. 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.mirror.co.uk/3am/celebrity-news/corries-cherylee-houston-wrongly-branded-6818909" �https://www.mirror.co.uk/3am/celebrity-news/corries-cherylee-houston-wrongly-branded-6818909� 


 � � HYPERLINK "http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRPD%2fC%2f15%2fR.2%2fRev.1&Lang=en" �� “The roll out of those policies included the issuing of statements by high-ranking officers that the reform was aimed at making the welfare system fairer to taxpayers and more balanced and transparent and reducing benefit fraud. Persons with disabilities have been regularly portrayed negatively as being dependent or making a living out of benefits, committing fraud as benefit claimants, being lazy and putting a burden on taxpayers, who are paying “money for nothing.” � HYPERLINK "http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRPD%2fC%2f15%2fR.2%2fRev.1&Lang=en" �http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRPD%2fC%2f15%2fR.2%2fRev.1&Lang=en�    


�� HYPERLINK "http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRPD%2fC%2f15%2fR.2%2fRev.1&Lang=en" �http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRPD%2fC%2f15%2fR.2%2fRev.1&Lang=en� 
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