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UK Disabled People’s Reclaiming Our Futures Alliance
ROFA Snap Guide to the Snap GE2017 Election
Introduction – getting our voices heard

Big important things with short timeframes are a nightmare for Disabled people. We need time to organise in ways that meet a variety of different access needs and can reach people whose voices are seldom heard due to a range of very real and concrete barriers.

And so a snap General Election, in a period when Government policy is directly and dramatically affecting on our lives, presents a challenge.

Overwhelmed though we are dealing with the impact of multiple, substantial and wide-ranging cuts we cannot miss this opportunity to get the voices of Deaf and Disabled people heard. 

At the end of last year, the UK became the first state in the world to be investigated by the United Nations and found guilty of grave and systematic violations of Disabled people's rights. The Government ignored all the UN recommendations, denying all the suffering, unnecessary harm and the deaths linked to their policies.

Arguably, Disabled people's voices are the most important to be heard in this election as we have the most to lose depending on the outcome.

With nearly 13 million Disabled people and 5.5 million carers we do have the power to make a difference.

In the 2014 local elections the Disabled campaign group Hammersmith and Fulham Coalition Against Cuts ran street stalls to engage with the public and hand out information about how the cuts were impacting on local Disabled people and what the different local political parties were saying on disability issues. Unexpectedly, Labour unseated the Tory Council and followed through on honouring significant pledges they had made to Disabled voters before the election on issues such as abolishing home care charging.

We are asking all our members to think about what you can do and how you can help.

What you can do:

· Make sure your friends, neighbours and colleagues are registered to vote before the deadline on 22 May and plan to use their vote
· Leaflet on street stalls or door to door with information about how important this election is to Deaf and Disabled people
· Circulate information about what the different parties are saying on disability issues
· Hold a local screening of I Daniel Blake with a Q and A after
· Organise a local Deaf and disability hustings event 
Key dates

· Wednesday 3 May 2017:  Parliament dissolves

· Thursday 11 May 2017: Deadline for candidate nominations

· Monday 22 May 2017:  Deadline for voter registration

· Tuesday 23 May 2017: Deadline for postal vote applications (5pm)

· Wednesday 31 May: Deadline for applications for a proxy vote (5pm)

· Thursday 8 June:  POLLING DAY
(deadline for issuing replacement postal ballot papers 5pm; deadline for applications for an emergency proxy vote 5pm)
Registering to Vote

Register by 22 May to vote in the General Election on 8 June. You don’t need to register again if you’ve already registered. It’s too late to register for the 4 May local elections.
Register to vote online: https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote 
Voter registration forms – paper, including easy read: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/voter-registration-forms-paper-versions 
If you’re not sure where you’ll be on 8th June, make sure you register for a postal vote. Just fill out this form and post or email it to your Electoral Registration Office. It must reach them by 5pm on Tuesday 23rd May. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/apply-for-a-postal-vote 
If you can't vote in person, you can also apply for a proxy vote so that someone else can vote on your behalf. The deadline for proxy votes is 5pm on Wednesday 31st May. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/proxy-voting-application-forms 
Election Resources
Template leaflet: “Why this Election matters to Deaf and Disabled people” https://www.inclusionlondon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Why-This-Election-Matters-to-Disabled-People_GE2017.doc 
Polling station access guide: 

· Operation Disabled Vote Access Guide 
· Operation Disabled Vote Access Guide - Easy Read (Word document)
· Operation Disabled Vote Access Guide - Easy Read (pdf) 
1 
 38
Our Election 2 General Election Guide
ROFA Snap Guide to the Snap General Election 2017
3 

