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UK Disabled People’s Reclaiming Our Futures Alliance
ROFA Questions for the main political parties

This document is an updated version of the questions we posed to the main political parties at the last election as a resource to assist local DDPOs in preparing your own GE2017 election activities.

ROFA has sent a shorter list of questions to the four main political parties standing in GE2017 and we will be collating the responses and making them publicly available.
We have also included in yellow boxes suggested questions that may be more appropriate to ask your local candidates – these questions are also in the “Why this General Election matters to Disabled people” leaflet. 
1. How will your party ensure a fully inclusive education system?

Inclusive education is under attack!

Article 24 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities requires governments to promote disabled pupils’ and students’ rights to inclusive education. Despite this, the Department for Education (DfE) statistics report a steady decline of disabled pupils with Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCP) in mainstream education, a 30% increase in disabled children with EHCPs in residential special schools & a 63% growth of pupil numbers in such schools (SEN stats 2014). 

The government’s drive towards selective education 

The expansion of grammar and selective schools will create divisions in society for both non-disabled and disabled pupils (EPI 2016). Disabled pupils with SEN barely appear in grammar school statistics, and SEN professionals report that such schools generally do not accommodate disabled pupils. The expansion of selection will reduce parents’ choice of mainstream for their disabled child.

The £320 million budget announcement to expand selection will negatively affect inclusive schools. The non-party political Local Government Association has warned about the consequences of insufficient funding of SEND provision:

· Councils will be unable to meet their statutory duties linked to the ‘presumption of mainstream education’ for Disabled pupils with SEN set out in the Children and Families Act 2014. 

· Councils will be unable to fund adequately the highly inclusive schools that end up taking higher than average numbers of Disabled pupils with SEN.

· Mainstream schools may struggle to accept Disabled pupils with SEN because they cannot afford to subsidise SEND provision out of the school’s own budget.

The school funding crisis means that disabled pupils with SEN are not only inadequately supported, but are being excluded from school seven times more than non-disabled peers (DfE 2012) and forced into special residential schools and psychiatric inpatient provision costing millions of pounds (Lenehan 2017) - much more than the cost of fully funding SEN support in mainstream education. When the state pays £120,901 to £250,000 (ALLFIE 2017) for a residential special school placement, clearly decisions are not based on cost.
· Will you commit to the full implementation of disabled pupils’ and students’ human rights to mainstream education under UNCRPD Article 24 and the Children and Families Act 2014?

· Will you commit to fully funding a universal inclusive education system that will include the support disabled pupils and students need to flourish in mainstream education? 

· How will you ensure all education providers are fully inclusive and do not discriminate against Disabled pupils and students?

· How will you ensure local academies and free school are fully inclusive and do not discriminate against Disabled pupils?

2. How will your party promote independent living for Disabled people?  

· The social model of disability is key to Disabled people’s equality and inclusion: Is your party committed to the social model of disability, as opposed to the medical or biopsychosocial model? 
· The closure of the Independent living fund (ILF) has had a serious impact on Disabled people’s independent living. Will your party commit to working in co-production with Disabled people to develop a new national system of independent living support building on the lessons learned from the ILF?  
· Do you support the creation of a legal right to independent living as defined by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities?
· The shortfall on social care funding is undermining Disabled people’s dignity, independence, choice and control: How will you ensure social care support needs of Disabled people are met? 
· Will your party ensure that social care is free at the point of delivery paid from general taxation in an integrated health and social system?  
· What is your understanding of the social model of disability and how would you apply it in your work as an MP? 
3. How will your party meet the additional costs of disability? 

· Disabled people’s incomes are being disproportionately hit by austerity measures. 
How will you ensure the social security system meets the needs of disabled people and additional costs of disability?
· Will you support the calls for Government to undertake a cumulative impact assessment on all the cuts and changes affecting disabled people through welfare benefit and tax changes as recommended by both the Equality and Human Rights Commission and the United Nations? 
· At the end of last year, the UK became the first state to be investigated by the UN Disability Committee and found guilty of grave and systematic violations of Disabled people’s rights due to welfare reform. The Government rejected all eleven recommendations. 
What will you do to ensure that Disabled people’s human rights are protected?
· The Work Capability Assessment has proved disastrous on many counts with latest figures showing 68% of WCA decisions over-turned at appeal.
What will you do to improve the assessment process and ensure it is co-produced with Disabled people?  
· Benefit sanctions are pushing Disabled people further into debt and ill health and further away from employment. 
What will you do to improve this system?  
· How do you think the link can be broken between poverty and disability and what would you do as MP to address this?
· How will you support disabled constituents left with no income as a result of benefit changes, delays, and sanctions? 
4. What will your party do in order to provide effective support for Disabled people to get into, stay in and get on in employment?

· The new government “Health and Work Programme” will only have one fifth of the funding that was available to the Work Programme.

How will you ensure that Disabled people receive effective employment support? 

· Current welfare policy promotes employment as a clinical outcome without acknowledging the negative impact that unsuitable employment has on mental health. 
How will you ensure that welfare policy does not undermine the ethics of effective treatment?

· Changes to the Access to Work (AtW) have undermined what was previously a successful programme.
What will you do to improve AtW so the scheme can support Disabled people to obtain, maintain and progress in paid employment?
· What are the major barriers to employment that Disabled people face?

· How will you promote Disabled people’s employment on a real wage in your constituency? 

5. What measures will your party put in place to remove the barriers that exclude and disadvantage Deaf and Disabled people?

· According to the Equality and Human Rights Commission’s (EHRC) research ‘harassment is a common place occurrence’ for Disabled people’.
 Yet there is no national disability hate crime prevention and reduction strategy. 
Do you support a national strategy for tackling disability hate crime, which implements the recommendations of the EHRC’s “Out in the open - tackling disability-related harassment: A manifesto for change”?

· Disabled people with learning difficulties or a mental health condition die between 13 and 20 years earlier than non-disabled people.   

How will you ensure that people with mental health conditions and learning difficulties are given equal access to health services so their morbidity rate reflects those of non-disabled people?

· Deaf people continue to be disadvantaged because British Sign Language is not fully recognised and BSL interpreters are not provided by public services (e.g. GP surgeries). 

Will you support the creation of a legal status for British Sign Language through a BSL Act?

· What do you think are the major barriers facing disabled people in (insert constituency/London borough) and what would you do as MP to address them?

· What would you do to tackle disability hate crime in (insert constituency/London borough)?

· How will you ensure that Deaf and Disabled constituents can contact and meet with you, for example through provision of BSL interpretation support and a wheelchair accessible constituency office? 

6. Real and effective co-production with Deaf and Disabled People’s Organisations

· Co-production with Disabled people will ensure that the design of services and assessments meet the needs of Disabled people:  
Is your party committed to co-production with Disabled people and our organisations?

· Local Deaf and Disabled People’s organisations provide services with ‘Added Value’ that are responsive to local needs, but these organisations find it difficult to compete against large organisations:  
How will you ensure that public bodies commissioning and procurement practices stop disadvantaging Deaf and Disabled people’s organisations, and other local community organisations that are losing contracts to big private and volunteer sector providers? 

· As our MP how would you promote and support the work of your local Deaf and Disabled People’s Organisation?

� . � HYPERLINK "http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/our-legal-work/inquiries-and-assessments/inquiry-into-disability-related-harassment/hidden-in-plain-sight-the-inquiry-final-report" �http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/our-legal-work/inquiries�� HYPERLINK "http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/our-legal-work/inquiries-and-assessments/inquiry-into-disability-related-harassment/hidden-in-plain-sight-the-inquiry-final-report" �and-assessments/inquiry-into-disability-related-harassment/hidden-in-plain-sight�� HYPERLINK "http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/our-legal-work/inquiries-and-assessments/inquiry-into-disability-related-harassment/hidden-in-plain-sight-the-inquiry-final-report" �the-inquiry-final-report� 


� . � HYPERLINK "http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/publication/out-open-tackling-disability-related-harassment-manifesto-change" �http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/publication/out-open-tackling-disability�� HYPERLINK "http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/publication/out-open-tackling-disability-related-harassment-manifesto-change" �related-harassment-manifesto-change�
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