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More information about the inquiry is available at: http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/women-and-equalities-committee/news-parliament-2015/ensuring-strong-equalities-legislation-after-eu-exit-launch-16-17/ 
 

For more information contact:

Email: Policy@inclusionlondon.org.uk
Telephone: 020 7237 3181

1. Introduction

Inclusion London 

Inclusion London is a London-wide user-led organisation which promotes equality for London’s Deaf and Disabled people and provides capacity-building support for over 70 Deaf and Disabled People’s Organisations (DDPOs) in London and through these organisations our reach extends to over 70,000 Disabled Londoners.   

Disabled people

· In 2012/13 there were approximately 12.2 million Disabled adults and children in the UK, a rise from 10.8 million in 2002/03.  The estimated percentage of the population who were disabled remained relatively constant over time at around 19 per cent.

· There are approximately 1.2 million Disabled people living in London.

2. Inclusion London’s response

Inclusion London welcomes the opportunity to respond to the Commons Select Committee’s ‘Ensuring strong equalities legislation after EU exit’ inquiry.
Inclusion London is submitting evidence to raise awareness of the main concerns of Deaf and Disabled people regarding exiting the EU.
Main concerns 
2.1 Below are Deaf and Disabled People’s main concerns regarding the exit from the EU: 
· Losing EU Article 19 of the Procurement Directive 2004/18/EC
 
· Loss of funding from European Social Fund
 
· Terrible rise in incidents of hate crime since Brexit 

2.3 Another key concern is that the UK government will decide to come out of the European Convention on Human Rights at a later date.

2.4 Other losses:

· Air passenger regulations for people with reduced mobility
  
· EU Directive on web accessibility

· European Accessibility Act

Article 19 of the Procurement Directive 2004/18/EC

2.5 A SCIE information paper on Article 19
 states:

‘Article 19 of the Procurement Directive 2004/18/EC, allows Public service Commissioners to reserve contracts for User Led Organisations (ULOs). 

The Article 19 regulations form a part of European legislation that allows organisations to reserve public contracts for supported businesses. The procurement of any goods and/or services can be reserved. A supported business is one that employs disabled people as over 50 per cent of its workforce. This allows invitations to bid to go only supported businesses to bid for the work’.

2.6 While Article 19 has not been enforced as much Deaf and Disabled People’s Organisations (DDPOs) would have wished, it is still an important legal lever to support the commissioning of services provided by DDPOs and we recommend that it is integrated into domestic law.
European Social Fund  

2.7 The ESF helps individuals and groups who experience severe discrimination and disadvantage to get an education or find a job and play a full part in their communities.  A large part of ESF spending is devoted to combating ‘social exclusion’. The ESF recognises that particular groups of people regularly encounter severe discrimination and prejudice, such as immigrant communities, Roma and Deaf and Disabled people.     
2.8 With the increase in hate crime that has followed the EU exit campaign and vote financial support for social inclusion projects is all the more important.  So while Deaf and Disabled People’s Organisations (DDPOs) have not benefited from the ESF, we recognised that it has helped other marginalised groups and we regret that it will not be possible to access it when we are no longer members of the EU.   We recommend that this fund is replaced. 
Rise in hate crime
2.9 The horrifying increase in hate crime, especially against people that are perceived as immigrants has been well publicised.  Although there are no statistics Disabled people have reported the impact of the ‘leave the EU vote’ regarding disability hate crime, which the following example illustrates: 
“I am British born, since the EU referendum result many of my friends are receiving racist and xenophobic abuse.

I went into town to pick up some chicken for last night’s dinner…. Got told that as a “cripple”  I should “f… off with the f…… Polish immigrants cus you’re all benefit scroungers and can f…. off together
I have experience disability hate before but this is something new – I have never been told to leave the country of my birth before. ……   I am a full time wheelchair user and as a result of this no longer feel comfortable going out into town to do my shopping. I thought we were better than this. I still believe we’re better than this.” (10 July 2016) 

We recommend that authorities are aware that action on areas of hate crime is needed at this time.
Other EU rights and regulations

2.10 Below are EU rights and regulations, which benefit Deaf and Disabled people:
EU Air travel regulations ( Regulation (EC) No 1107/2006) 

 2.11 The Regulation on the rights of persons with reduced mobility when using air transport prohibits operators from refusing reservation or boarding to persons because of their disability.  This regulation is part of a general EU plan to reinforce passenger rights on all forms of transport.
Web Accessibility

2.12 On 26 October 2016 the European Parliament approved the directive on making the websites and mobile apps of public sector bodies more accessible. This means that people with disabilities – especially persons with vision or hearing impairments – will have better access to the websites and mobile applications of public

European Accessibility Act

2.13 The European Accessibility Act aims to improve the functioning of the EU market for accessible products and services by removing barriers created by differing legislation.  It benefits business because there are common rules on accessibility; cross-border trading is easier and there are more opportunities to market accessible goods and services. Disabled people benefit from:
· more accessible products and services. 
· Accessible products and services at more competitive prices
· fewer barriers when accessing education and the open labour market
· more jobs available where accessibility expertise is needed

 
2.14 The loss of the rights and regulations above will impact adversely on Deaf and Disabled people so we recommended that they are become part of our domestic law.
That concludes this evidence.
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� Family Resources survey United Kingdom 2012/13: 


� HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/325491/family-resources-survey-statistics-2012-2013.pdf" �https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/325491/family-resources-survey-statistics-2012-2013.pdf�  (page 61)  


�� HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/325491/family-resources-survey-statistics-2012-2013.pdf" �https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/325491/family-resources-survey-statistics-2012-2013.pdf�  (page 64)





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.scie.org.uk/publications/guides/guide36/assets/files/CommissionerStrategies.pdf?res=true" �� � HYPERLINK "http://www.ogc.gov.uk/documents/Supported_Factories__Businesses.pdf" �http://www.ogc.gov.uk/documents/Supported_Factories__Businesses.pdf� 


Procurement Directive 2004/18/EC itself is available here: � HYPERLINK "http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32004L0018:EN:HTML" �http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32004L0018:EN:HTML�  


� � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/esf/home.jsp" �http://ec.europa.eu/esf/home.jsp� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.airpassengerrights.eu/en/reduced-mobility.html" �http://www.airpassengerrights.eu/en/reduced-mobility.html� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/web-accessibility" �https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/web-accessibility� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1202" �http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1202� 


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.scie.org.uk/publications/guides/guide36/assets/files/CommissionerStrategies.pdf?res=true" �http://www.scie.org.uk/publications/guides/guide36/assets/files/CommissionerStrategies.pdf?res=true� 


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.scie.org.uk/publications/guides/guide36/assets/files/CommissionerStrategies.pdf?res=true" �http://www.scie.org.uk/publications/guides/guide36/assets/files/CommissionerStrategies.pdf?res=true�


� HYPERLINK "http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32004L0018:EN:HTML" �http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32004L0018:EN:HTML� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2006/5/pdfs/uksiem_20060005_en.pdf" �http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2006/5/pdfs/uksiem_20060005_en.pdf�  


� � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1202" �http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1202�
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