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Inclusion London response to the consultation on Women in the Criminal Justice System in London: A Health Strategy - recommendations for action  
September 2016 
Information about the inquiry/consultation is available at: 
http://us13.campaign-archive2.com/?u=ff555ca80cb762984a1d2a416&id=2fea240ae8 
For more information contact:

Henrietta Doyle, Policy Officer
Mobile: 07703 715091 

Email: Henrietta.doyle@inclusionlondon.org.uk
Office contacts

Email: info@inclusionlondon.org.uk
Telephone: 020 7237 3181
Text message: 0771 839 4687

1. Introduction

Inclusion London 

Inclusion London is a London-wide user-led organisation which promotes equality for London’s Deaf and Disabled people and provides capacity-building support for over 90 Deaf and Disabled people’s organisations in London and through these organisations our reach extends to over 70,000 Disabled Londoners.   

Disabled people

· In 2012/13 there were approximately 12.2 million Disabled adults and children in the UK, a rise from 10.8 million in 2002/03.  The estimated percentage of the population who were disabled remained relatively constant over time at around 19 per cent.

· There are approximately 1.2 million Disabled people living in London.

2. Inclusion London’s response
 Inclusion London welcomes the opportunity to respond to the consultation on Women in the Criminal Justice System in London: A Health Strategy - recommendations for action.

We are giving comments in order to highlight the needs of Deaf and Disabled women which we believe are often over looked.   We particularly wish to highlight the need for reasonable adjustments throughout the justice system.  
We give thanks to the Prison Reform Trust because the statistics and much of the information is below is taken from their Bromley Briefings Prison Factfile Autumn 2015 (full version)   
Victims of crime

Regarding Deaf and Disabled victims of crime there are concerns that the police and the crime prosecution services are not making reasonable adjustments, especially when a hate crime is first reported: For instance a survey
 of 361 people with ‘severe mental illness’ revealed that participants in their engagement with the police were being perceived as ‘unreliable or not credible; and not being taken seriously and not being believed when they reported crimes.’
  People with learning difficulties have had similar experiences.  
It is important that reasonable adjustments are made throughout the criminal justice system so Deaf and Disabled people can report crime, understand the court process and are appropriately supported to give evidence.    
Recommendation

Victims of crime that are attending a court hearing are given a questionnaire, which will indicate whether reasonable adjustments are needed. 

Disabled offenders

There are also concerns that Disabled women (and men) are not being provided with reasonable adjustments in order to understand the court process and ensure appropriate support to give evidence.  This is particularly important as there is a disproportionate percentage of women (and men) with learning difficulties and mental health support needs in prison is the statistics from the Prison Reform Trust reveal: 

Mental health support needs

· 70% of female sentenced prisoners have two or more mental health conditions.

· In 2013, 25% of women, (and 15% of men) in prison reported symptoms indicative of psychosis. The rate among the general public is about 4%.
 
· More than three-quarters of women were on medication (77%) when they entered prison, compared with half of men. 
· 30% ( and 10% of men) of women have had a previous psychiatric admission before they entered prison.655

· 26% of women (and 16% of men) said they had received treatment for a mental health problem in the year before custody.
· 58% of women entering prison (and 35% of men) said they had emotional well-being or mental health issues.
· Personality disorders are particularly prevalent among people in prison.   57% of female sentenced prisoners have a personality disorder ( 62% of male). 
· 49% of women (and 23% of male) prisoners in a Ministry of Justice study were assessed as suffering from anxiety and depression. This

· compares with 16% of the general UK population
‘Lord Bradley called for adequate community alternatives to prison for vulnerable offenders, where appropriate. Lord Bradley’s review heard evidence that 2,000 prison places per year could be saved if a proportion of eligible, short-term prisoners who committed offences while experiencing mental health.’

Learning difficulties

· 20–30% of offenders have learning disabilities or difficulties that interfere with their ability to cope with the criminal justice system.
  
· Many prisoners with learning disabilities or difficulties find it hard to access prison information; over two-thirds have problems reading prison information—this rises to four fifths for prisoners with learning disabilities.
· ‘Over two-thirds of prisoners have problems filling in prison forms, which rises to three-quarters for those with learning disabilities. Consequently many miss out on things such as family visits and going to the gym, or getting the wrong things delivered such as canteen goods. 
 

‘Prisoners with learning disabilities or difficulties are discriminated against personally, systemically and routinely as they enter and travel through the criminal justice system. They are frequently excluded from

elements of the prison regime including opportunities to address their offending behaviour.’

Part of the problem is that there is no routine assessment to identify prisoners with learning difficulties to enable reasonable adjustments to be made.
  ‘A learning disability screening tool, the LDSQ, was piloted in four prisons under the auspices of the Department of Health. The results, reported in March 2010, established that it was an effective tool for use in prisons. The tool has still not been made routinely available’.

‘HM Inspectorate of Prisons found that prisoners with a disability continue to report reduced access to the prison regime—including education or vocational training, access to the library, gym, exercise and association—compared to prisoners without a disability.’

All Deaf and Disabled people are entitled to ‘reasonable adjustments’ under the Equality Act 2010
to ensure they are not put at a ‘substantial disadvantage’ in comparison with persons who are not disabled.  We believe that Disabled women are being put at a disadvantage throughout the criminal justice system due to lack of reasonable adjustments. 
Recommendation

All offenders are screened on entry into prison to find out what  reasonable adjustments need to be put in place and then this is acted on.
That concludes this response.
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� Family Resources survey United Kingdom 2012/13: 


� HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/325491/family-resources-survey-statistics-2012-2013.pdf" �https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/325491/family-resources-survey-statistics-2012-2013.pdf�  (page 61)  


�� HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/325491/family-resources-survey-statistics-2012-2013.pdf" �https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/325491/family-resources-survey-statistics-2012-2013.pdf�  (page 64)





� At risk yet dismissed report at: � HYPERLINK "https://www.victimsupport.org.uk/sites/default/files/At%20risk%20full.pdf" �� � HYPERLINK "http://www.mind.org.uk/media/187663/At-risk-yet-dismissed-report_FINAL_EMBARGOED.pdf" �http://www.mind.org.uk/media/187663/At-risk-yet-dis�missed-report_FINAL_EMBARGOED.pdf� 


� At risk yet dismissed report at: � HYPERLINK "https://www.victimsupport.org.uk/sites/default/files/At%20risk%20full.pdf" �� � HYPERLINK "http://www.mind.org.uk/media/187663/At-risk-yet-dismissed-report_FINAL_EMBARGOED.pdf" �http://www.mind.org.uk/media/187663/At-risk-yet-dis�missed-report_FINAL_EMBARGOED.pdf�  


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.prisonreformtrust.org.uk/ProjectsResearch/Mentalhealth" �http://www.prisonreformtrust.org.uk/ProjectsResearch/Mentalhealth�    


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.prisonreformtrust.org.uk/Publications/Factfile" �http://www.prisonreformtrust.org.uk/Publications/Factfile�





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.prisonreformtrust.org.uk/Publications/Factfile" �http://www.prisonreformtrust.org.uk/Publications/Factfile� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.prisonreformtrust.org.uk/Publications/Factfile" �http://www.prisonreformtrust.org.uk/Publications/Factfile� � HYPERLINK "http://www.prisonreformtrust.org.uk/Portals/0/Documents/Bromley%20Briefings/Factfile%20Autumn%202014.pdf" ��  


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.prisonreformtrust.org.uk/Publications/Factfile" �http://www.prisonreformtrust.org.uk/Publications/Factfile�  


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.prisonreformtrust.org.uk/Publications/Factfile" �http://www.prisonreformtrust.org.uk/Publications/Factfile�  


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.prisonreformtrust.org.uk/Publications/Factfile" �http://www.prisonreformtrust.org.uk/Publications/Factfile�   


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.prisonreformtrust.org.uk/Publications/Factfile" �http://www.prisonreformtrust.org.uk/Publications/Factfile�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.prisonreformtrust.org.uk/Publications/Factfile" �http://www.prisonreformtrust.org.uk/Publications/Factfile� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/section/20" �http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/section/20�
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