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Inclusion London 
Inclusion London is a user-led organisation which pushes for equality for Deaf and Disabled people living in London.  We support more than 90 Deaf and Disabled people’s organisations in London.  
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We give support to these organisations so that they can build their skills.  Through these organisations we reach over 70,000 Disabled people living in London.   Inclusion London was set up in 2008.
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The information that we give in this document is about the UK, when it is not, we will say so.
Disabled people
In 2012/13 there were around 12.2 million Disabled adults and children in the UK and in 2002/03 there were 10.8 million. 
However, over this time the percentage of people who were disabled stayed almost the same at around 19 per cent.

Inclusion London’s information to the United Nations Human Rights Review of the UK 
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1.0 Article 1 of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights
: this is an agreement written by the United Nations about human rights.
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The agreement has a number of different parts and each part is called an article.
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Article 1 says that all humans should be free and equal in dignity and rights.
Equality Act 2010
1.1 Public Sector Equality Duties/Specific Duties 
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The Equality Act 2010
 has meant that the Public Sector Equality Duty and Specific Duties
 are not as strong as they were before.  
They were stronger under the Disability Discrimination Act
, this was the piece of equality law that was used before the Equality Act.  
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For example public organisations are now allowed to have only one target around equality for all equality groups.  This means that public bodies may have no targets around Disabled people for four years or more.  
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However, under the Disability Discrimination Act public bodies had to put into place a Disability Equality Scheme, this is a plan about how they will push for disability equality.  They had to do this every four years and write a report every year about how it was going.
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This change in law is a step backwards for the equality of Disabled people.  The Equality Act 2010 should be changed so that public organisations must have a Disability Equality Scheme like the Disability Discrimination Act did.  
1.2 Reasonable adjustments not being made
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The Equality Act says that reasonable adjustments must be made to make sure that Disabled people have the same opportunities as other people
.  However, many organisations as well as public organisations do not do this.  
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This means that access to things like higher education
 and health services
 is put at risk and made harder.  Disabled people are then left on their own to fight large organisations through the courts so that they can get reasonable adjustments made
.   
1.3 Jury service: this is when a person must go to court to be part of the group of people that decides on the result of a legal case.
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A Deaf person was stopped from doing jury service.  The main reason for this is that only the people on the jury are allowed in the court room.  
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Having a sign language interpreter in the room would count as an extra person
.  However, the interpreter would only translate what the Deaf person says.
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Courts must see that having a sign language interpreter is a reasonable adjustment and does not count as an extra person on the jury.   

The government and the Equality and Human Rights Commission should work together to make sure that Disabled people’s rights to ‘reasonable adjustments‘ are put into practice.
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Disability hate crime going up
Since 2010 the Government has talked a lot about benefit fraud and abuse and the media has then written about this.  However, fraud is actually very low for Disabled people’s benefits
.  
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For example a newspaper wrote that the Minister of Work and Pensions said:

Translated into Easy Read
The system that we now have has been abused because politicians are scared of changing a benefit for the disabled. 
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Also: Mr Duncan Smith says that the system is full of abuse and fraud. 
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1.5 This way of talking has been linked to disability hate crime going up.
  The Government says that it is working to make sure that people think in a better way about Disabled people
  but Disabled people’s experience shows in a big way that this is not happening.  
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Universal Declaration of Human Rights: 

Under this agreement, equality for Disabled people is taking steps backwards in the areas below:
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- Article 1 - Dignity and rights: this means that a person and their opinions or wishes are important and listened to.  This also means being treated with respect.
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- Article 12 - Honour and reputation: this means that Disabled people get respect and that people think about Disabled people in a good way.
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United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: this is an agreement that countries sign up to, to push for the rights of disabled people.
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Article 16 of the Convention says that disabled people have the right to be free from abuse, violence and being treated unfairly.  The way that the Government and the media have been talking about disabled people means that steps backwards have been taken.

Government must stop giving the idea that Disabled people abuse the benefit system.  They must show Disabled people in a good way.  
2.0 Article 7 of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights
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Article 7 says that everyone is equal and should not be discriminated against.  The law should make sure that this happens.
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Disability Hate Crime 

Disabled people do not have equality – Disability Hate Crime is not treated by the law in the same way as other hate crimes.  This goes against Article 7.

[image: image38.jpg]



The laws around crimes carried out because of a person’s race or religion   should be used for disability hate crime.   
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2.1 There is also a problem with the reporting and recording of disability hate crime by the police.  Only 1,985 disability hate crimes were recorded in 2013-14.
 However, there are around 62,000 disability hate crimes that happen each year.
 810 cases were flagged as disability hate crimes by the Crown Prosecution Service.  Only 7 of these 810 cases ended with the person doing the crime getting a bigger sentence because it was a hate crime.
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The Police need to do work across the country so that they can better understand reporting and recording of Disability Hate Crime. 
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The Crown Prosecution Service should make sure that disability hate crimes are flagged in the right way when going through the courts.
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2.2 The impact of the Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012
: This Act made a lot of changes to how the law works and how people can use the law in the UK.
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The Government gives legal aid to help pay for the costs of advice about the law and so that a person can have support in court.
  However, this Act made changes which meant that legal aid is now harder for Disabled people to get in cases about discrimination.  
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Since this change to legal aid was made, 77% less people have used legal aid to start a discrimination case.
  Only small numbers of Disabled people are getting legal aid for discrimination cases in the areas of employment, and goods and services.
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Disabled people’s rights under Article 7 of the UN Declaration of Human Rights have taken a step backwards:  Disabled people are not treated equally by the law.  They are not kept safe from discrimination.  There have also been steps taken backwards in Article 13 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Access to Justice.    
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The Government needs to take back the changes that came in with the Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishing of Offenders Act 2012.  The Government should at least make sure that Disabled people and other groups can get legal aid for discrimination cases.
3.0 Article 10 of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights
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Article 10 says that everyone should be able to have a fair court case.
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3.1 Disabled offenders: an offender is a person that carries out a crime
There are a lot of people with learning difficulties or mental health support needs in prison.  72% of male and 70% of female prisoners have two or more mental health support needs.
 
[image: image52.jpg]



In 2013, 25% of women and 15% of men in prison had signs that showed they may be going through psychosis; this is when a person is unwell and finds it hard to know what is really happening and what is not.  The percent for the rest of the UK is about 4%.
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3.2 Up to 250,000 people with learning difficulties, mental health support needs or autism are not getting the support of an appropriate adult when in prison or being held by the police.  Even though the law says that this must happen.
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20–30% of people that carry out crimes have learning difficulties that make it difficult for them to cope with the criminal justice system.
  We are worried that reasonable adjustments
 are not being made.
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Disabled people do not have equal and fair access when they are going through the courts.  This goes against Article 10 of the UN Declaration of Human Rights and Article 13 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
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Police must make sure that Disabled people have access to an appropriate adult.  

The Crown Prosecution Service must make sure that reasonable adjustments are in place for Disabled people who are going through the courts.
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4.0 Article 16 of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights
Article 16 says that everyone has the right to marry and have a family.
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4.1 Healthcare professionals can ask questions about Disabled women’s right to have children.  They can talk to women about abortion or sterilisation, especially if the Disabled woman has a learning difficulty.
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This goes against Article 16 of the UN Declaration of Human Rights and Article 23 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
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The Department of Health should make sure that health professionals do not try to tell Disabled people to get an abortion or go through sterilisation.
5.0 Article 21 of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights 
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Article 21 says that everyone has the right to vote and take part in how the country is run.  It also says that people should have equal access to public services.
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5.1 The government closed the ‘Access to Elected Office Fund’; a fund is a pot of money.  This fund was set up to pay for the extra costs that disabled people have when they are trying to get elected.
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Disabled people rights under Article 21 have taken a step backwards.  Article 21 is there to make sure that Disabled people have the ‘right to take part in the government of this country’.  It is also a step backwards in Article 29 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  The Government should open the fund again.
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5.2 After the 2015 election, Disabled people said that the places where you go to vote are still not accessible. This can make it difficult to vote or mean that the person cannot vote at all.  It can also stop a person from being able to vote in private.
  This means that meeting Article 21 is at risk.
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The Electoral Commission
 should make sure that all ways of voting are fully accessible.  They should also make sure that all places that people go to vote are accessible.

[image: image73.jpg]



6.0 Article 23 of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights 
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Article 23 says that everyone has the right to work without discrimination.
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6.1 Nearly half of Disabled people in the UK have a job, however over three quarters of non-disabled people have a job.  This is a big difference.
 The gap has stayed the same for many years.
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The number of people with learning difficulties and mental health support needs with a job is even lower and is about 14%.   
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6.2 The government promised that it would cut the gap in half,
 but at the same time the government was cutting funding for support at work.
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Disabled people are still victims of discrimination which stop them getting or keeping jobs.  They are discriminated against because of people’s attitudes; this means the way that people think about Disabled people.  There are other barriers as well.   
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This goes against Article 23 of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights and Article 27 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
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The government needs to give support around work.  This support needs to have the right amount of funding, it needs to give people the amount of support that they need over the right amount of time.  There should also be support for organisations that have disabled staff.
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6.3 In the Welfare Reform and Work Act 2016
 there are new rules which mean that new people getting the Employment and Support Allowance now get less money.  People in the Work Related Activity Group of the Employment and Support Allowance now get £73.10 instead of £102.15 a week.  
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The group that is most affected by this is people with mental health and behaviour support needs, around 250,000 people.  This means that they are more at risk of stress because of having less money and the extra push to move into work.
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This change to benefits is a step backwards in the move towards Disabled people’s right to employment and it should be changed back.  This right is written in Article 23 of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights.
6.4 Access to Work
The Access to Work scheme was set up to make sure that Disabled people have the same opportunities at work as 
non-disabled people.  
The government is trying to get more people to use Access to Work but is not spending much more money on it.  This means that people already using Access to Work are getting their support cut
.  This is why Disabled people are now saying that Access to Work broken.


A lot more extra funding is needed for Access to Work.  This is urgent because at the moment Disabled people’s right to access employment under Article 23 of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights has taken steps backwards.  This is because of cuts to Access to Work support.
7.0 Article 25 of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights
Article 25 says that everyone should be able to have a good standard of living; this means that they should have enough food, clothes, the right housing and healthcare and access to social services.  

It also says that people should have the right to be safe if they cannot work or they lose their job.
7.1 How cuts and changes to welfare benefits have affected people
Disabled people’s right to a good standard of living has taken big steps backwards.  Poverty for Disabled people is going up:
· Houses in complete poverty where at least one person was disabled went up from 27% in 2012-13 to 30% in 2013-14.

· Disabled adults are twice as likely as non-Disabled adults to live in poverty.
 
7.2 The Welfare Reform Act 2012 brought in a number of cuts and changes to welfare benefits, such as:
· It got rid of the Disability Living Allowance and Personal Independence Payments came in in its place.  
· Changes to Housing Benefit, such as getting rid of the Spare Room Subsidy and bringing in new rules about the size of social housing, this is also known and Bedroom Tax.  

· More difficult rules around what you have to do to get benefits when you are not able to work.
  There are also more sanctions if you do not stick to the benefit rules.


7.3 Disabled people are being affected much more than other people.  This can be seen in research that was done by the Equality and Human Rights Commission:
Translated into Easy Read

Tax and welfare reforms affect families with at least one disabled person, in a worse way than other people.  This is even worse when the disabled person is a child.  This is really bad for families who have less money coming in.
  
1.20 Even though many people have asked
 the government to do a cumulative impact assessment
, it has decided not to.


The government should urgently do a cumulative impact assessment on how cuts and changes to welfare benefits have affected Disabled people.
7.4 How this has affected Disabled people

There have been many changes to welfare benefits such as changes to eligibility criteria.  These changes have meant that less people can get welfare benefits.  This has also meant that many Disabled people have less money and are finding it harder to pay their bills.  


They are at risk of being kicked out of their homes.  The information from a Disabled People’s Organisation shows how this is happening:      


Translated into Easy Read

People with high mental health support needs often come to us for support in a crisis.  This is when they have had no money coming in for some time and are at the point of being kicked out of their homes. 
The person has often tried to get the Employment and Support Allowance but it has been found that they can work and therefore can’t get the benefit. Our advocacy worker has to talk with housing departments to stop these people from being kicked out.  

  
7.5 A Disabled person who had been getting Disability Living Allowance since 2008 went through an assessment for Personal Independence Payments.  It was found that this person could not longer get part of her benefit.  As well as this her money took longer to get to her and because of this:

Translated in Easy Read 

We go to court in February 2016 to try and get back our house that we have lived in for 30 years.
Another case:

Translated in Easy Read 

This person may be kicked out of their home because the person could not pay council tax or bedroom tax.  The person tried to get Discretionary Housing Payments, but was turned down (2013).


7.6 Changes to Personal Independence Payments eligibility criteria mean less people can get it – people are also losing Motability vehicles

It was made harder to get the Enhanced Mobility Component under Personal Independence Payments:
  Under the Disability Living Allowance, if you could walk 50 metres or less, then you could get the enhanced mobility component.  
This distance of 50 meters was part of the Department for Transport guides on how to get around in an inclusive way.  
The new distance under Personal Independence Payments has gone down to 20 meters which means that a lot fewer people will get this part of the benefit.  This means that only people who can walk under 20 meters can get the enhanced mobility component.  This distance is not used in any other guides or rules around accessibility and this is the first time it has been used.
 



7.8 This change means that many Disabled people can no longer use their enhanced mobility component for a Motability vehicle.  This vehicle is what supports people to travel away from home.  
Motability, who lend the vehicles to people, have said that about 700 vehicles are being given back each week.  They think that 35,000 vehicles will be given back by Disabled people during 2016.
  

This has meant that many Disabled people can no longer take part in the community.  This goes against Article 19 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
7.9 Sanctions 

The government has changed the sanctions for Job Seekers Allowance and the Employment and Support Allowance.  Benefits can be stopped from 4 weeks up to 3 years
.  This can make life very difficult and stressful as can be seen in the example below:

Translated into Easy Read
My benefits were stopped over Christmas for arriving 5 and 15 minutes late to two meetings.  I have no money until 5th January.  I cannot get a loan from the government because they say that I already owe them too much money.  

I have no food, no electricity, and no heating and 2 young children.  I really need some kind of help, is there anything I can do? (2013) 

The government should get rid of the sanctions or at least make sure that Disabled people are not affected by them.


7.10 Work Capability Assessment  
Since 2010 the way that people are tested for benefits means that less and less people are able to get them.  This can be seen in the Employment and Support Allowance and Personal Independence Payments.  
Assessments are being done so that the government can spend less money on disability benefits.
  Only 13% of assessment reports were done to the right standard.
  The Work Capability Assessment is causing harm and is making people very upset, some people have also killed themselves.

A coroner called Mary Hassell sent a report to the Department for Work and Pensions about how to stop deaths in the future.  The report was called ‘Prevention of future deaths report’
.  This report was written when a man killed himself after a Work Capability Assessment where he was found fit for work.  

In the report, Mary Hassell said: 

Translated into Easy Read

I found that a key reason that lead to Mr O’Sullivan killing himself was being found fit for work in his assessment by a Department for Work and Pensions doctor. 
7.11 A finding like this, by a coroner, had already happened in 2010.  This coroner said that there should be a review of the rules that say that the people doing assessments should not get advice from a GP or psychiatrist, a psychiatrist is a medical professional who looks at a person’s mental health.  

The coroner said that the rules need to change when the person has mental health support needs.  The government has not listened to the coroner’s advice.

The government should get rid of the Work Capability Assessment.  With Disabled people, they should design a new way of doing assessments based on the social model of disability
.

7.12 Cuts in social care and support

In June 2015 a total of £4.6 billion had been cut from adult social care in England.
  Money coming from central government is now not enough.  As well as this, local authorities have not been able to keep the same pot of money for social care.  

This now means that a lot of care that people get is about cleaning and feeding a person and nothing else.  Reviews and re-assessments for care and support are done with the aim of making cuts in support and not about people’s needs.  In many cases no support is given to visit family or friends outside the home or to take part in any activities outside the home. 
The government made the decision to close the Independent Living Fund in June 2015;
 some users are now fighting against big cuts to their support.  
7.13 There have been many changes to welfare benefits and cuts in social care and support.  This has meant that very clear steps backwards have been taken on Disabled people’s access to: 

· The right to a good standard of living for health and wellbeing under Article 25 of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights 
· The right to take part in community life and to enjoy different type of art under Article 27 of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights 
· Rights under Article 22 of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights
· Articles 19, 28 and 30 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

The government should take back the Welfare Reform Act 2012.  Or at least the government must make sure that Disabled people are not affected in a bad or unfair way.

Government must make sure that Social care and support has a big enough pot of money.

7.14 Health inequalities

Disabled people are still not treated in an equal way in health, for example:
· The percentage of people with learning difficulties that die is two times more than for the rest of the country.
  Also research that looked into the deaths of 247 people with learning difficulties, found that 37% of the deaths could have been stopped.

· People with mental health support needs will die earlier than people without them.  This is between 15 years earlier for women and 20 years earlier for men.
  Every year there are around 100,000 deaths that could have been stopped, one in three of these are people with mental health support needs.
 
Of the people who have a stroke, 12% of people die.  However, of the people who have a stroke and also have schizophrenia, 28% die.
 
· There were at least 13 deaths that happened because a person was being held down under the Mental Health Act 1983.  Eight of these deaths happened in 2011.

Disabled people are not able to access their equal rights to health care.  This right is written in Article 25 of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights, Article 25 of the United Nations Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Equality Act 2010.    


The Department of Health should make sure that Disabled people have the same health care as everyone else.

8.0 Article 26 of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights    

Article 26 says that everyone has a right to education.  They have a right to education that pushes for understanding and friendship.  

It also says that parents should have the right to choose the kind of education given to their children.
8.1 Children with Special Educational Needs should get mainstream education.
 However, Section 316 of the 1996 Education Act
 means that this does not have to happen.  This has meant that the number of children with Special Educational Needs going to special schools went up from 86,670 in 2009 to 93,345 in 2013.
  


Also the government is pushing for more Academies; they do not always want to take in children with Special Needs.
 


Steps backwards have been taken in inclusive education.  This goes against Article 24 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  


The government should get rid of Section 316 of the 1996 Education Act.
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Equality: this means making sure people are treated in a fair way and get the support that they need to have the same chances as everyone else. 





Public Sector Equality Duty: this is a duty that public organisations have under the Equality Act.  This is to make sure that people are treated equally and have the same opportunities as everyone else.


Specific duties: these duties mean that public organisations must get together information showing how they are meeting the Equality Duty.  They must also set themselves equality targets that can be measured.





Reasonable adjustment: this is a change that is made to make something or somewhere accessible to a disabled person.











Benefit fraud and abuse: this is when a person gets a benefit that they are not meant to get.  This is usually done because a person lies about something or they do not tell the public organisation when something changes in their life.











Flagged: this is a way of tagging or labelling a crime so that everyone can see what type of crime it was.  Here it is about crimes being flagged as disability hate crimes.


Crown Prosecution Service: this is the government service that takes cases to court when someone has taken part in a crime.


Sentence: What a person is ordered to do by a judge when they are found guilty of a crime.





Appropriate adult: this is someone that supports a person.  This is to make sure that the person understands what is happening, can take down information and can take part. 





Criminal Justice System: these are all of the organisations that are part of taking a case to court,   deciding on the sentence for a person and carrying out the sentence. 





Abortion: this is a way of ending a pregnancy.


Sterilisation: this is an operation that means a woman can no longer have children.





Electoral Commission: this organisation works to make sure that people can vote and that elections are done in a fair way.�





Spare Room Subsidy: this was money that the government did not charge to people who had extra bedrooms and were living in local authority houses.  This has now been taken away and people must now pay for their extra rooms.








Sanctions: here, this means that when you break the rules of benefits or support, they can be taken away.





Cumulative impact assessment: this is when the government looks at how lots of different changes affect a group or different groups of people.





Eligibility criteria: here, this is a checklist of information that is used to see if a person can get a benefit. 








Discretionary Housing Payments: these are payments that can be made by local authorities to give people extra housing money.








Enhanced Mobility Component: this is part of the Personal Independence Payment that you get if you find it difficult to get around.  








Sanctions: here, this means that when you break the rules of benefits or support, they can be taken away.








Coroner: this is the person in charge of looking into deaths that are violent or not expected.





Mainstream Education: this is where disabled students learn in the same place as non-disabled students.








Academies: these are schools that are paid for by government instead of local authorities.  They do not have to teach the same things as other schools and head teachers have more say over how they are run.











� Family Resources survey United Kingdom 2012/13: 
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