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1. Introduction

Inclusion London 

Inclusion London is a London-wide user-led organisation which promotes equality for London’s Deaf and Disabled people and provides capacity-building support for over 90 Deaf and Disabled people’s organisations in London and through these organisations our reach extends to over 70,000 Disabled Londoners.   

Disabled people

· In 2012/13 there were approximately 12.2 million Disabled adults and children in the UK, a rise from 10.8 million in 2002/03.  The estimated percentage of the population who were disabled remained relatively constant over time at around 19 per cent.

· There are approximately 1.2 million Disabled people living in London.

2. Inclusion London’s submission    
 Inclusion London welcomes the opportunity to make a short submission to the Joint Committee on Human Rights regarding the legislative scrutiny of the Policing and Crime Bill.   

2.1 We wish to draw the committee’s to human rights concerns regarding the use of tasers on mental health patients on psychiatric wards.  

2.2   The UN Committee Against Torture noted that:

The use of these weapons causes severe pain constituting a form of torture, and that in some cases may even cause death, as recent developments have shown (arts.1 and 16).  The State party should consider relinquishing the use of electric “Taser X26” weapons, the impact of which on the physical and mental state of targeted persons would appear to violate articles 1 and 16 of the Convention.

 

2.3    The Council of Europe’s Committee for the Prevention of Torture has recommended that:

the use of EDW (electrical-discharge weapon) should be limited to situations where there is a real and immediate threat to life or risk of serious injury.  Recourse to such weapons for the sole purpose of securing compliance with an order is inadmissible.’

2.4   Concerns have been raised regarding the use of tasers by Black Mental Health UK, 
 which were taken up by Rt Hon Norman Lamb MP who put forward  Clause 40 -  ‘A police officer may not use a taser or electroshock weapon during a deployment on a psychiatric ward.’  But unfortunately the Clause was not included in the Bill.

2.5 During the debate Norman Lamb MP mentioned that,  ‘…almost 10 known deaths have been associated with the use of Tasers in the past 10 years’.
 

2.6 Mr Lamb also highlighted that the then Home Secretary,  had said “I have been hearing stories, for example, of Tasers having been used in mental health wards and you think, ‘Hang on a minute, what is happening here?”

 2.7 Unfortunately accurate records of how often tasers are used on psychiatric wards are not kept.
   Collection of this data needs to be improved. 
2.8 According to the Metropolitan police, ‘A Taser is a less-lethal single shot weapon used by MPS officers to temporarily incapacitate a suspect through the use of an electrical current.’
 I.e. Tasers are alternative means to incapacitate a suspected criminal, which is less lethal than a gun, for instance.  Patients in psychiatric wards are not criminals and should not be treated as such by being subject to the use of a taser while in hospital. 
2.9 Hospitals are supposed to be safe places for patients on psychiatric wards. It is highly inappropriate for tasers to be used on unarmed, distressed or disturbed patients, no matter the situation. 
2.10 If other patients or staff are at risk, means other than the use of tasers should be used to protect them.
2.11 The human rights implications regarding the use of tasers have already been highlighted by the UN and Council of Europe’s Committees, as mentioned earlier and we would like to suggest that their recommendations are followed.    

2.12 We hope that the Human Rights Select Committee finds it appropriate to raise concerns regarding the use of tasers on patients on psychiatric wards with the government. 
That concludes this submission.
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� Family Resources survey United Kingdom 2012/13: 


� HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/325491/family-resources-survey-statistics-2012-2013.pdf" �https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/325491/family-resources-survey-statistics-2012-2013.pdf�  (page 61)  


�� HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/325491/family-resources-survey-statistics-2012-2013.pdf" �https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/325491/family-resources-survey-statistics-2012-2013.pdf�  (page 64)





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.weaponslaw.org/weapons/projectile-electric-shock-weapons-tasers" �http://www.weaponslaw.org/weapons/projectile-electric-shock-weapons-tasers� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.weaponslaw.org/weapons/projectile-electric-shock-weapons-tasers" �http://www.weaponslaw.org/weapons/projectile-electric-shock-weapons-tasers�





�� http://www.blackmentalhealth.org.uk/index.php/news/news-archive/1677-shattering-the-silence-on-the-hidden-human-rights-abuse-of-taser-against-detained-patients-


� � HYPERLINK "https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-06-13/debates/1606138000001/PolicingAndCrimeBill" �https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-06-13/debates/1606138000001/PolicingAndCrimeBill� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-06-13/debates/1606138000001/PolicingAndCrimeBill" �https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-06-13/debates/1606138000001/PolicingAndCrimeBill� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-questions-answers/?page=1&max=100&questiontype=AllQuestions&house=commons%2clords&member=1439&keywords=taser" �http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-questions-answers/?page=1&max=100&questiontype=AllQuestions&house=commons%2clords&member=1439&keywords=taser� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://content.met.police.uk/Site/taser" �http://content.met.police.uk/Site/taser�
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