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1. Introduction

Inclusion London 

Inclusion London is a London-wide user-led organisation which promotes equality for London’s Deaf and Disabled people and provides capacity-building support for over 90 Deaf and Disabled people’s organisations in London and through these organisations our reach extends to over 70,000 Disabled Londoners.   

Disabled People
· In 2012/13 there were approximately 12.2 million Disabled adults and children in the UK, a rise from 10.8 million in 2002/03.  The estimated percentage of the population who were disabled remained relatively constant over time at around 19 per cent.

· There are approximately 1.2 million Disabled people living in London.

2. Inclusion London’s response

Inclusion London welcomes the government's proposal to compensate for the cost pressures caused by the closure of the Independent Living Fund (ILF). The new 'Former ILF Recipient Grant' will help prevent further erosion of Disabled people's right to independent living under Article 19 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities by providing some funding protection against further cuts to essential day to day support for Disabled people with the highest support needs. The Fund will also support LAs in meeting their obligations under the Care Act 2014.

Article 19 - Living independently and being included in the community

States Parties to the present Convention recognize the equal right of all persons with disabilities to live in the community, with choices equal to others, and shall take effective and appropriate measures to facilitate full enjoyment by persons with disabilities of this right and their full inclusion and participation in the community, including by ensuring that:

a) Persons with disabilities have the opportunity to choose their place of residence and where and with whom they live on an equal basis with others and are not obliged to live in a particular living arrangement;

b) Persons with disabilities have access to a range of in-home, residential and other community support services, including personal assistance necessary to support living and inclusion in the community, and to prevent isolation or segregation from the community;

c) Community services and facilities for the general population are available on an equal basis to persons with disabilities and are responsive to their needs
.

Q1. Do you have any comments on the proposal to use the ILF model to calculate the value of the former ILF Recipient Grant?
We agree that the on-going funding requirement has to be calculated on the basis of the amount and distribution of expenditure by the ILF at the point of its closure. 

It is welcome that the proposed funding distribution allows for inflation. It does not however allow for rising support needs through deterioration or ageing while putting in place year on year reductions in line with the ILF Trust's financial model. 

This financial model is based on a national profile of former ILF recipients and predicts a national decline in year on year commitments. There is no guarantee that this decline will occur evenly across LAs or that it will occur at all. The year on year reductions do not correspond to average awards for each LA and the impact of any divergence of actual attrition from the model used will be felt disproportionately by different LAs depending on the numbers of former ILF recipients in their area. For example if the predicted number fail to die in Birmingham (as we hope they do!) this could leave the LA with a shortfall of nearly £150,000 whereas a similar situation in the City of London would result in a shortfall of only £262. 

We would recommend there are no year on year reductions. 

Q2. Do you have any comments or suggestions about the proposal to continue to maintain the link between historic ILF client numbers and the distribution of the Former ILF Recipient Grant?
We agree with the proposal to continue to maintain the link between historic ILF recipient numbers and the distribution of the Former ILF Recipient Grant. We believe this is the best way to mitigate what Justice Andrews described as "the inevitable and considerable adverse effect which the closure of the Fund will have, particularly on those who, as a consequence, will lose the ability to live independently"(http://www.brickcourt.co.uk/news-attachments/Bracking_2_%28Final%291.doc).

Q3. Do you have any comments with our provisional equalities assessment?
By failing to ring-fence the funding, the government has absolved itself of responsibility for the equality impact of this proposal.

We welcome the name of the grant ("The Former ILF Recipient Grant") which clearly indicates the government's intention that LAs should use this funding for the purposes of continuing to honour the social care awards of former ILF recipients at pre ILF-closure levels. 

We have evidence from a number of English LAs who have already reduced awards and in some cases made some substantial cuts which solicitors are challenging under breaches of the Care Act 2014. We would recommend that the government introduce further more stringent measures to encourage LAs to use this funding in the way government intends, for example requiring LAs to report on how they use the funding and to monitor and report back on any changes to the support packages of former ILF recipients for the duration of this grant.
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� Family Resources survey United Kingdom 2012/13: 


� HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/325491/family-resources-survey-statistics-2012-2013.pdf" �https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/325491/family-resources-survey-statistics-2012-2013.pdf�  (page 61)  


�� HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/325491/family-resources-survey-statistics-2012-2013.pdf" �https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/325491/family-resources-survey-statistics-2012-2013.pdf�  (page 64)








� Care and Support Act Statutory Guidance: 1.18 states that the wellbeing principle is intended to cover the key components of independent living, as expressed in the UN Convention.





