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The Assisted Dying Bill
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Information about the Bill, the key problems with the Bill and how you can be part of making sure this Bill does not become law

Written by the Reclaiming Our Futures Alliance
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The law uses the words ‘assisted dying’ but in this document we will use the words ‘assisted suicide’, getting help to kill yourself.  We use the word suicide, because that is actually what this law is about.  

Introduction
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At the moment there are two Bills going through parliament around assisted suicide that are almost exactly the same.
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Lord Falconer’s Assisted Suicide Bill had its First Reading in the House of Lords on 4 June and Rob Marris’ Assisted Suicide Bill No.2 was read in the House of Commons on 24 June.
Both of these Bills are for people who are terminally ill, so that they can ask for help to die when they have 6 months or less to live.
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Marris’ bill will have its Second Reading in the House of Commons on 11 September when Parliament comes back after summer. For the first time in years MPs will get to vote on this very difficult area.
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For full information on whether Parliament should agree to help with suicide please see this excellent document from Living and Dying Well: 
http://www.livinganddyingwell.org.uk/sites/default/files/LDW%20-%20Report%20-%20Falconer%20and%20Marris%20Bills%20-%20July%202015.pdf
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Problems with the Bill

1. There is no serious evidence that shows that the laws that are already in place are not working.
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There are not enough safeguards in the bill, especially in two areas:
a. The area of the Bill that talks about whether a person’s mind is definitely made up 
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b. The part of the Bill that looks at if a person has been put under pressure by someone else to make the decision to die
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The people putting forward the bill say they will look more at safeguards after the bill has been passed.  This is a big risk as the safeguards about a life and death issue should be very clear before a Bill becomes law.
3. [image: image18.jpg]


The Bill puts the final decision about assisted suicide with doctors.  However many surveys have shown that a lot of doctors would not want to make these decisions.  
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The British Medical Association and Royal Colleges of Physicians, GPs and Surgeons are against this change in the law.  
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As well as this, 90% of doctors who are experts in care of patients that have a terminal illness are also against this change.  
[image: image21.jpg]



[image: image22.jpg]™

I B

X




Three quarters of GPs are against this change.  This is because they think that it will mean that less time and money will be spent on the care and support of patients with a terminal illness. 
As well as this they are worried that pressure will be put on patients to choose death.
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This can be seen in a case in Oregon, which is where this idea for changing the law has come from.  Barbara Wagner, a 64 year old with lung cancer was told by her doctor that with chemotherapy she could slow down the cancer and have a longer life.  
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The Oregon Health Plan would not cover the costs for this treatment, but sent her a letter saying they would instead pay for drugs to end her life.
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This law sends the message that if you are terminally ill; ending your life is something that you should think about.  
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This bill puts forward a change in law only for people who are terminally ill, with less than six months to live.  However being able to decide when a person has 6 months to live is not as straight forward as it sounds.  Healthcare professionals have pointed out how hard it is to decide this.  
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Under the definition for who comes under this law it could include people with conditions such as Parkinson’s, Multiple Sclerosis and heart disease.  The problem with this is that these conditions are long-term and can get worse and better over a period of time, therefore deciding when a person has six months or less to live is very difficult.  
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In 2004 the Royal College of Practitioners told a Select Committee of the Lords that it is possible to tell when a person may die within minutes, hours or a few days.  However when this stretches out to months, mistakes can be made by up to years. 
5. Most people agree with this change in law as they think it is about stopping people suffering or being in pain.  
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However, it has been said by Lord Falconer on the BBC’s Daily Politics show that his bill was not needed to help people in pain, because that can be dealt with.  It is actually there to help people who cannot deal with the idea of losing their independence and having to be supported or cared for by other people.
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As well as this, some of the people pushing for this law have said that dementia and age-related illness are reasons to change the law.  
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In Oregon where this law is already in place, the main reasons for wanting assisted suicide had nothing to do with stopping pain.  Of the people that wanted to do this:
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· 93% of people did it because they has lost independence
· 89% said they could no longer do activities that made life enjoyable
· 73% did not want to lose their dignity.  
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In Washington where this law is also in place, 61% of people gave the reason for ending their lives as not wanting to be a burden on other people.
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We believe in the social model of disability and we understand the barriers that disabled people face, that disable us. 
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This type of law does not look at social issues, issues around national care or the issues around people’s attitudes to disability.  It goes against disabled people’s rights to equality.
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Issues such as feeling like a problem for other people or feeling a loss of dignity can all be dealt with by a person having good care and support.   
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Focusing on a person’s illness or impairment as the problem, leads to not enough money being spent on care and support.  This support is needed to make sure a person has dignity and independence.  
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6. Once it becomes legal for one group of people to have support to kill themselves, there is then pressure to make the law cover other groups. 
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For example in Belgium and the Netherlands the law has been pushed to give more and more people the right to assisted suicide. Such as, people with mental health conditions, dementia and new-borns with impairments are being killed under this law. This is what we call a “slippery slope”.
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Campaigners for a change in the law have used cases of disabled people to support what they are saying.  Not one of these cases is of a person who was terminally ill.  
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For example, Tony Nicklinson, a man with locked in syndrome, was in the media a lot saying he wanted help to kill himself.  He wants to commit suicide, but due to his impairment he was not able to do this.  Tony Nicklinson would not be helped by the bill that is going through Parliament now.  
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Under the bill put forward by Falconer, Nicklinson would not have met the criteria because he is not terminally ill and he could not carry out the act himself.  What he was wanting was actually euthanasia, that is, someone else doing the killing and is not covered by this law.
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Why is it important for Disabled people and our organisations to go against this Bill?

[image: image48.jpg]


Those that want this change in law use a few disabled people who share their views to say that most disabled people support this law.  We know that this is not the case, but parliament and the public will only know this if we speak up and get heard.
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The right to die is already something that everyone has; there is no law against saying no to treatment that might help you to live longer.  When this happens doctors must make sure that patients get proper pain relief and other support.  There is also no law against committing suicide on your own.
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What doesn’t exist for ill and disabled people is a right to independent living with choice and control over our lives and access to the right support.  
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Disabled people in this country are dying as a result of not getting treatment through the NHS.  Cuts to the services we need for support are bit by bit stopping us from having a life and are getting rid of our independence.  Bringing assisted suicide into law for people who do not want to be a problem for other people will give disabled and ill people less rights and less value in their lives.
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We should not be looking at death, but should be looking at life; on independent living and having enough support for independence, dignity and equality.  This is where parliament should be using its energy.
What can you and your organisation do?
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Below are different ways that Deaf and Disabled People’s Organisations and Disabled campaigners can take action and take part. We know that not everyone has the time to do everything in this section, but anything you are able to do would be valued.
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Sign up to the Reclaiming Our Futures Alliance Statement against assisted suicide coming into law:
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It is very important that we can show that Disabled people and our organisations are against assisted suicide.  
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This is to show the other side of the argument, as at the moment, those in favour of the bill show it as a law that is very forward thinking, when actually is goes against the social model of disability.   
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If you want to sign up to the statement (in the box below), email your name or your organisation's name to:  
ellen.clifford@inclusionlondon.co.uk
Reclaiming Our Futures Alliance Statement

We are opposed to legalisation of assisted suicide. It will remove equality and choice from disabled people and further contribute to our oppression. If the Assisted Suicide Bill is passed, some Disabled and terminally ill people’s lives will be ended without their consent, through mistakes, subtle pressure and abuse.  No safeguards have ever been enacted or proposed that can prevent this outcome – an outcome which can never be undone.

[image: image58.jpg]


With two Assisted Suicide bills currently going through parliament, it is really important that Deaf and Disabled people and our organisations speak out loudly against assisted suicide coming into law.  We need to raise awareness of how badly this will affect disability equality.
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Our message is that we want support to live not to die.  It is more dangerous than ever to bring in law which says that suicide is a solution to the barriers Disabled people face.  This is especially at a time when important support is being taken away from us and when the challenges we face are growing as a direct result of government policy.
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We say: give Disabled people a right to independent living before a right to suicide.
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Write to or arrange to meet your local MP (even over the summer they will be getting and replying to mail).  
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If you would like a template letter please contact: ellen.clifford@inclusionlondon.org.uk
Please send us copies of any responses you receive.
Organise a protest: Is your MP one of the named supporters of Marris’ bill? 

Disabled People Against Cuts want campaign groups to organise protests outside the offices of MPs who have put their name to Marris’ Assisted Suicide Bill. If you would like support to organise a local protest or for more information contact:

mail@dpac.uk.net’

To check if your MP is on the list, go to: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150624/debtext/150624-0001.htm#15062462000011 
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Tell your members about the campaign and how they can be a part of it.  You could change the information in this document for a newsletter article or website post or include the Assisted Suicide bills on your next campaigns/speaking up meeting agenda. 
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Support as many of your members as possible to make contact with their MP about this issue.

4. Help raise awareness about the facts in this document about assisted suicide, for example send a letter to your local paper.
5. Dates for your diary – raise awareness about the event happening below, send people from your organisation and support your members to go.

6. If you have a personal story about this subject and you are willing to share please let us know. We are also looking for Disabled people who are happy to speak to the media about why we are against the law of assisted suicide. 

Dates for your diary

11 September – Not Dead Yet UK/DPAC Protest. Gather outside Parliament to show we are against Marris’ bill while it is being talked about inside. 
Meet at Old Palace Yard (opposite the House of Lord’s) from 9am.

More information is coming soon, so if you want to take part, please email: 
ellen.clifford@inclusionlondon.co.uk  
For more information go to:
www.notdeadyetuk.org 
www.livinganddyingwell.org.uk
Or contact:


Ellen Clifford
Inclusion London

336 Brixton Road

SW9 7AA

Phone: 020 7036 6032
Mobile (text only): 07505144371

Email:

ellen.clifford@inclusionlondon.co.uk

Debbie Jolly

Disabled People Against Cuts

mail@dpac.uk.net

Assisted dying: in this document this means where a person has help to end their life in the form of medication from a doctor. 





Terminally ill: this means when a person is ill and will keep getting worse.  Treatment will not help them to get better.





Safeguards: these are measures put in place to try to stop anything bad happening, they help to make sure that people are safe.








Chemotherapy: this is treatment that uses medicine to kill cancer cells.  This treatment means that the cancer cells can’t spread to other parts of the body.








To be a burden: this means that a person is causing someone else stress, worry, or taking up their time.








Criteria: in this document these are points that a person must meet when deciding if they can use this law. 
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