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DDPO Legal Network 3 November 2016 

Key points from group discussions: 

The list of issues and situations where Disabled people’s human rights have been breached and the RHA could potentially be used.
Problems with residential care
· People who live in residential institutions are restricted in accessing life outside, such as go to movies, spend time with friends etc There is less access to other services, wheelchair services for example for people who are in residential care.  No flexibility and the lack of personalisation in how the support is provided. Would situations of people in residential care trigger greater scrutiny from courts?
· A person’ can’t use all facilities in a care home because needs hoisting.
· Assessment and treatment units, the fact that they still haven’t closed and that people are kept there for years because there are no alternative options in the community
· Temporary move to institution and then unable to get out for years.
Cuts or changes to care packages or insufficient support
· Care packages that effectively mean you are trapped inside your home art 5?
· Care packages which do not include support for community participation. 
· Care arrangements, such as changeover times that in effect are very restrictive in terms of what a person can do.

· Extra charges if you choose to use carer at night instead of incontinence pads.
· Care package cuts by 20 and sometimes by half, people are told to do less or rely on relatives or neighbours more.  

· The lack of support for Disabled parents to be parents.  For example a parent was told to ask a neighbour to help take child to school.
· A couple separated because of the lack of suitable care options.
· Disabled people are placed in totally inaccessible temporary accommodation.

· The typical response to safeguarding concerns is institutionalisation, instead of properly assessing all risks/options.
· Assessment and treatment units, the fact that they still haven’t closed and that people are kept there for years because there are no alternative options in the community.
Discrimination

· Mental health needs aren’t recognised as much the needs of people with physical impairments.

· Disabled people who are deemed not to have capacity often have greater protection than people who are deemed to have capacity.

Access to information

· A Deaf woman did not have an interpreter for antenatal appointments. 
· Generally lack of interpreters or support for medical appointments
· The lack of accessible information about very private and personal matters.
Policy related challenges

· Budget setting decisions, such as to ring fence elements for parks, but not social care.
· How local authorities choose care agencies to commission, do they have criteria’s such as provision of care in a way that respects dignity.
· Closure of self-advocacy groups, the lack of advocates and advocacy support and total lack of information about rights, especially for people with learning difficulties.

· Moves towards institutionalisation – super group homes
Other issues

· Hate crime and failures to protect from it.
· Can assessments for benefits and the criteria, which are based on body functions be considered degrading?
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