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1. Introduction
We welcome to the opportunity to respond the consultation on Local Welfare Provision in 2015 -2016. 
However, we are shocked that the government is considering removing the funding for Local Welfare Assistance schemes after May 2015 as the loss of funding will result in emergency funding being denied to those in the greatest poverty, funding which can help prevent eviction and put food on the table at a time of financial crisis.  
Inclusion London

Inclusion London is a London-wide organisation which promotes equality for London’s Deaf and disabled people and provides capacity-building support for Deaf and disabled people’s organisations in London

Disabled people 

There are: 

· 11.5 million people in the UK who are covered by the disability provisions set out in the Equality Act. This is 19 per cent of the population
.  

· Approximately 1.4 million disabled people are living in London

· Just under 1.3 disabled people aged 16 to 64 years resident in the London
. 

2. Inclusion London’s response 

The Prime Minister, David Cameron said in his speech to the Conservatives Party conference in 2010, 

“We promised that those with the broadest shoulders would bear the biggest burden.”

This message was repeated by the Chancellor George Osborne in 2012, “As I have said, the broadest shoulders will continue to bear the greatest burden.”

 
However, according to research the opposite has proved to be true, disabled people are being hit harder than non-disabled people by government’s welfare benefit and tax reforms:   
· ‘…the overall negative impact of the direct tax and social security changes is proportionately bigger for households with disabled adults and/or children than it is for non-disabled households….’
 
· households with disabled children and adults have lost around £1,500 per household per year on average due to government’s  social security measure between 2010 -2015. 
    
·  Households with no disabled adults or disabled children in the 7th and 8th (deciles) of income actually gain slightly from the reform package, whereas households with disabled adults or children (or both) lose out. 
   
· At the bottom of the (income) distribution, households with no disabled people, or with disabled adults, do not lose as much on average as households with disabled children, or both disabled adults and children. 
   
Disabled people are being hit hardest by the welfare benefit and tax reforms and millions of disabled people are living in poverty: 
· 3.7 million disabled people (20%) of disabled people were living in absolute poverty, before housing costs in 2010- 2012.  It has risen from 3.6 in 2010-2011.
      
Many disabled people are already living in poverty and the numbers are increasing due to the delays in Personal Independent Payment and ESA decisions and unfairly applied Jobseekers sanctions, please see evidence of this below.  
When Local Welfare Assistance Schemes were introduced in 2012 the Government committed to approximately £170 million annual funding for the local schemes, we believe that it is absolutely vital that this funding continues.  

2.1 Evidence of increasing poverty 
PIP

As The Rt Hon Margaret Hodge MP said, due to the delays in Personal Independence Payment (PIP), “Some claimants have been forced to turn to food banks, loans and charitable donations to support the extra costs of living associated with their disability”
  Disabled people are struggling to pay for food, fuel and rental due to the delays in PIP decisions and payments, please see detailed evidence of this in Inclusion London’s response to the first independent review of PIP at the link below.
    
ESA

When giving evidence to the Work and Pensions Select Committee on 11 June 2014 Mike Penning MP, admitted over 700,000 disabled people are still waiting for their claims for Employment Support Allowance to be processed (ESA). Dame Anne Begg, the Chair of the Committee said this is “causing real hardship”
 i.e. disabled people are being driven into poverty by the delays.  
Jobseekers sanctions

Disabled people are in facing eviction and going hungry due to unfairly applied sanctions e.g. sanctioned for 3 months for missing an appointment that they have not been notified of.  Please see detailed evidence of this in Inclusion London’s evidence to the independent review, available at the link below.

Housing - social sector size criteria (SSSC): 
Many disabled people need an extra room because of an impairment as a result the SSSC is having a disproportional impact on disabled people: As the Chair of the Work and Pensions Select Committee Dame Anne Begg,  highlights  “…60-70% of households in England affected by the SSSC contain somebody with a disability and many of these people will not be able to move home easily due to their disability”  The government believes that the Discretionary Housing Payment is the answer to the disproportional impact on disabled people. However, the payment is discretionary and it is not granted to every disabled person that applies, also a discretionary payment does not give disabled people any long term security.  
As mentioned in a parliamentary briefing paper, ‘The National Housing Federation estimates that about 108,000 tenants in social rented properties adapted specifically for their needs are likely to be affected by the introduction of the size criteria to restrict housing benefit’
.  Also disabled people wish to stay in homes where their support networks are established, which can save calling on expensive state services.     Disabled are finding it extremely difficult to find the financial resources to fund the increase in rent, as Dame Anne Begg said, these reforms, “….are causing severe financial hardship and distress”.
As a result of the welfare reforms mentioned above disabled people are struggling to survive; the need for the Welfare Assistance Fund could not be more pressing.   

2.3  Need for continued funding Welfare Assistance Fund

Without the annual funding from central government specifically for the Welfare Assistance Fund local borough councils will not be able to provide the much needed financial assistance due to the 40 percent cut in local governments funding since 2010.     
Therefore Inclusion London rejects the three options the government is currently considering and strongly recommends that the government commits to continuing the c£170 million annual funding specifically for Local Welfare Assistance Schemes over and above what is already provided to local authorities.  The evidence given above of increasing poverty of disabled people, together with the results of the Local Government Association’s (LGA) survey and statement by the Chair of the Chair of the LGA's Resources Board below, provides the robust evidence to back this recommendation. We have selected parts of the statement issued by the LGA but the full statement is available at: http://www.local.gov.uk/web/guest/media-releases/-/journal_content/56/10180/6583322/NEWS 

LGA press release 6 October 2014
‘Support for vulnerable people in crisis will either have to be scaled back or scrapped completely in almost three-quarters of council areas from next April when government stops funding for Local Welfare Assistance schemes’.  
‘A survey of local authorities published today suggests councils will hugely struggle to maintain current levels of help for vulnerable people when government scraps the £347 million Local Welfare Assistance fund next year. ‘
‘The ending of government funding for councils' emergency support schemes comes on top of a 40 per cent reduction in local government funding over the course of this Parliament. ‘
The Chair of the LGA's Resources Board, Cllr Claire Kober, said: 

"This fund has been used by councils to provide crucial support to people facing personal crises in their lives, from help paying the rent to putting food on the table. By helping people at an early stage and targeting support at where it is needed most, we have been able to assist people in their time of need and prevent short-term problems escalating”.   
"Taking away this money could prove counterproductive and risks storing up much bigger, and more costly problems in the longer run. 

"If government pulls the plug on funding from April, many local authorities will be unable to afford to make up the difference at a time when we are tackling the biggest cuts to council funding in living memory.

 "Councils will be doing everything in their power to support those who need it most, but with less money and fewer resources to work with this is going to become increasingly difficult. For some local authorities, where budgets are already on the brink, they will have no choice but to close their local welfare assistance schemes down altogether. 

For the LGA full statement please go to:  
http://www.local.gov.uk/web/guest/media-releases/-/journal_content/56/10180/6583322/NEWS 

3. Conclusion 
George Osborne, said that: “That the cost of paying our debts cannot possibly be borne by one section of society alone”. 
  Unfortunately, disabled people are bearing the brunt of the government’s austerity measures and are facing poverty, unable to pay for food, fuel and rental, so are facing eviction and going hungry.  The Welfare Assistance Fund provides a crucial support at a time of crisis. The need for the fund is likely to increase in the near future, so this is not the time to cease government funding for the scheme and we strongly recommend that the government continues to provide approximately £ 170 million a year specifically for the local Welfare Assistance Fund schemes.
Organisations and disabled individuals supporting this response:

Organisations:
Deaf London
DeafPlus

Disability Advice Service Lambeth 
Disabled People Against Cuts
Lewisham Speaking UP
Redbridge Disability Consortium, 

Redbridge Concern for Mental Health  

Redbridge Forum
Individuals:

Janet Springer

Julia Cameron

Marion Fallon, Norwich, Norfolk
For more information contact: 

Inclusion London

336 Brixton Road

London, SW9 7AA
Email: henrietta.doyle@inclusionlondon.co.uk
Telephone: 020 7237 3181 

SMS: 0771 839 4687

www.inclusionlondon.co.uk
Registered Charity number 1157376
Company registration number: 6729420
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