
Assisted Suicide template open letter for media

It is important not only to lobby our MPs but also to raise wider awareness in debunking the myths around assisted suicide and build public support to oppose legalisation. 

One of the ways we are suggesting for DDPOs and campaign groups to do this is by sending an open letter into your local paper for publication publicly calling on your MP to vote against Marris' Assisted Dying Bill on 11 September.

Below is a template letter you can adapt and use.

If your MP is one of those who have put their name to sponsoring the bill then include this fact in the letter, for example "We are aware you have added your name in support of the bill but would strongly ask you to fully acquaint yourself with all the issues, speak to Disabled constituents and reconsider." 

You can check those MPs named in support of the bill here: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150624/debtext/150624-0001.htm#15062462000011
The paper may consider running a feature instead/as well as printing the letter so don’t forget to include your contact details. Having someone with a personal interest in the issue and willing to share their story is a key way of securing media attention but individuals should never feel under pressure to do this and organisations putting forward individual disabled people to speak to the media must ensure the individual is comfortable with the decision to speak publicly (anonymously or otherwise) and is supported at all stages of the experience.

Inclusion London is partnership with Not Dead Yet UK and Disabled People Against Cuts will be running a briefing and media training day for Disabled people on 14th August. The aim of this event will be to equip Disabled campaigners with key arguments for opposing the legalisation of assisted suicide. For participants interested in becoming spokespeople for the campaign there will also be media training. For more information, enquire about access or book a place please contact: ellen.clifford@inclusionlondon.co.uk.  
I am writing to urge [insert MPs name] to vote against the Marris ‘Assisted Dying’ Bill on 11th September 2015. This seeks to legalise assisted suicide (AS) and is based on the Oregon example. 

Whilst much attention has focused on the relief of pain, only 23.7% of those taking the AS option in Oregon gave inadequate pain control as a reason
. In England 90% of palliative healthcare workers are against the legalisation because of the expected impact on the quality and availability of effective palliative care
. The British Medical Association and Royal Colleges of Physicians, GPs and Surgeons are opposed to a change in the law as are significant numbers of their members
. 

All say the law as it stands is adequate. The European Court has also rejected a claim brought by AS campaigners
. The dangers of AS are apparent for many. 

The Marris Bill and supporters present emotive scenarios but neglect evidence from medics and other countries where we have seen AS passed for one group only for more groups to be quickly added.  There is no protection to identify those who face coercive pressures by family or economic circumstance to end their lives prematurely. Statistics from Oregon show loss of autonomy and dignity i.e. feelings of being a burden account for the majority of decisions for AS-will economic expediency become another? 

We already have friends who are dying due to lack of investment by our under-funded NHS in treatments available elsewhere in the world
. The closure of the Independent Living Fund, cuts in support and the culture of disabled and ill people promoted as underserving burdens mean this bill is dangerous.

Disabled and ill people need support to live with dignity. We say give us that before you assist us to kill ourselves and present it as choice.
Yours sincerely,
(Insert names and organisations of all signatories to the letter)
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